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Abstract

The purposes of this research were 1) to compare the effects of observation skills
and classifying skills by using inquiry method focusing with achievement passing score of
75 percent in preschool children. 2) to compare the preschool children before and after
being taught by using inquiry method focusing on observation skills and classifying skills.

The samples were the preschool children at aged 4 to 5 years who were studying
in the kindergarten year 1 in the first semester of the academic year 2014 at Anuban Thatako
School, Thatako subdistrict, Thatako district, Nakhon Sawan province and were selected
by cluster random sampling.

The research instruments were 1) lesson plans using inquiry method with the most
appropriate level (X = 4.72,S.D. = 0.26), 2) the practical observation skills test for preschool
students with 5 items, with the content difficulty level between .62 to .75, the
discrimination power between .26 to .55 used by C. A. Drake technique, and the reliability
coefficient of .80, 3) the practical test with 9 items, the contents difficulty level between
.75 t0 .79, the discrimination power between .29 to .47 used by C. A. Drake technique, and
the reliability coefficient of .83.

The research findings were as follow:

1. The preschool children have observation skills amounting to 91.81 percents and
classifying skills was 88.57. The result compare score were higher than 75 percents after
learning at significant level of .05.

2. The number preschool children before and after being taught by using inquiry
method focusing on observation skills and classifying skills had learning achievement more
than before learning at the significant level of .05.

Keywords: Inquiry method, Observation skills, Classifying skills
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