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Abstract

The aims of this study were to compare Chinese idioms versus Thai idioms on
describing human body parts, and to develop the supplementary reading textbook
entitled Chinese and Thai idioms about human body parts. The data source derived from
Chinese Idiom dictionary (BiE& Kl dht), 100 Chinese idioms, Chinese idiom community,
idioms, Proverbs, Sayings, Usage of Thai idioms, Thai Idioms by Khun Vichit-Matra; Thai
idioms by Royal Institute of Thailand B.E. 2545. The population recruited 20 Chinese
students learning Thai language at Faculty of Humanities, Chiang Rai Rajabhat University
in their 2nd semester of academic year 2019. The research instrument was the tabular
forms displaying Chinese and Thai idioms describing human body parts showing identical
meaning, and the evaluation form assessing the supplementary reading textbook.
The research found that

1. The comparative study of Chinese idioms versus Thai idioms describing human
body parts and showing identical meaning indicated revealed 161 idioms and could be
sectioned into 3 categories. 1) Chinese and Thai idioms showing identical/similar meaning
on human body parts were 58 idioms, 2) Chinese and Thai idioms showing identical/
similar meaning on human body parts only some words were 53 idioms, and Chinese and
Thai idioms showing dissimilar/unidentical meaning on human body parts were 50 idioms.

2. The investigation of socio-cultural meaning embedded in Chinese and Thai
idioms were reported in two aspects.

2.1 The value of Chinese and Thai idioms describing human body parts were

1) Teaching, warning, advice on empathy, thinking thoroughly before taking action,
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2) Language tool for communication to deliver the message to the audience to feel and
understand deeper meaning and visualize the picture as the speaker’s intent, 3) The
device showing relationship between human, animals and nature and 4) The reflection
of social and career such as farming, thoughts, beliefs, rituals, traditions, ways of life,
lifestyle, and punishment in that era.

2.2 The socio-cultural reflections were 1) Material e.g. food and medicine,
tools, equipment and weapon, musical instruments and nature; 2) Idea e.g. behavior/
thought and religious belief and 3) Norm e.g. dress, speech, and moral action.

3. The evaluation of supplementary reading textbook entitled “Chinese and Thai
Idioms about Human Body Parts” showed mean scores at the high level of 4.25.

Keywords: Chinese and Thai idioms on human body parts, Socio-cultural reflection
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