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Abstract

This article aims to study the semantic structure of the ethnonyms
of the ethnic groups in the Northeast of Thailand who are locally called
Isan of which there are 32 groups. The study scrutinizes the structure
of word composition and the meanings of individual words that relate
to the term formation. This revealed where each lexeme was originally
drawn from and what the term means. The 304 terms were analyzed in
this analysis. The results revealed that the structure of a term has two
important components, including 1) the “main part” which manifests
the core meaning of the term, and 2) “modifiers part” that adds specific
attributes to the core meaning of the term. This study also revealed two
types of term structures consisting of a “single word” and a “compound
word”. Lastly, in terms of the meanings, what constitutes a term can be
classified into 12 groups, including 1) the term expression of a group/
people, 2) the term indicating “human being,” 3) geographic indicators,
4) the lifestyle of ethnicities, 5) customs and traditions of ethnic groups,
6) specific spoken language characteristic, 7) religion, 8) social class,
9) negative words/insults, 10) status related statement, 11) universal

expression, 12) the localities in which the ethnicities live

Keywords: Semantic structure, Ethnonym, Isan (Northeastern Thailand)
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