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Abstract

The ancient town of Si Thep, Phetchbun province, grew from
the late prehistoric period and became the significant center of the
Pa Sak river basin in the 7th - 13th century under the Dvaravati and
ancient Khmer cultures. Nevertheless, the current knowledge is based
solely on archaeological evidence from the inner town (main town)
and surrounding areas while the outer town (subsidiary town) still lacks
information.

The aim of the recent excavation of Si Thep’s outer town in 2018
was to define the chronological sequence and explore the usage of the
area. Excavation results showed that there were domestic activities and
metallurgy, which began around the 6th - 7th century and continued
until at least the 8th - 9th century in the Dvaravati period. This was
when Si Thep underwent social and cultural change especially with the
emergence of the monarchy and religion. Moreover, the outer town
was specifically designated as a religious and agricultural area, while
the inner town was still a residential area and the city plan of Si-Thep
was organised into certain proportions from the construction of moats

and walls around the 8th - 10th century.

Keywords: Si Thep, Archaeology, Dvaravati
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