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Abstract

All of the novels in Dan Brown’s ‘Robert Langdon’ crime fiction
series revolve around the tension between religionism and secularism.
This paper will examine two novels from the series, namely Angels &
Demons (2000) and The Lost Symbol (2009). These two novels present
two kinds of conflict stemmming from this tension. The first is an extrinsic
conflict that is caused by an attempt to take back the space that once
belonged to religion. The second is an intrinsic conflict that results
from the fluidity with which the scriptures are read and interpreted.
The two kinds of conflict arguably reflect the anxiety towards the role
that religion/religionism plays in causing violence and confrontation in

an increasingly secular world.

Keywords: Dan Brown, Religionism, Secularism, Angels & Demons, The Lost Symbol
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1585 13855961 (Heather Worthington) lanaifisdnuaizianizves
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The genre offers new and exciting insights into the
cultures that produce it; its very status as popular and
accessible literature means that it responds quickly
to change, that it can incorporate cultural and social
shifts almost immediately into its text. We see clearly in
crime fiction, the anxieties, the morals and values of the

contemporary society. (Worthington 2011: ix)
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Not just labs. We have got supermarkets, a hospital, and even
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Wsuiaileudiesiifiymauuuidnagmelu Sdlundriu lussdniside
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iw%amaaamuﬁﬂamﬁﬂﬁ@mL%‘uLsﬁﬂaﬁﬂiﬁﬂﬁL{‘Juamuﬁmqmam
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SUAMBUNIIN “A church is the one thing we don’t have. Physics
is the religion around here.” (Brown 2009a: 35) Fadunsuans
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ag19n dnllignusseeenlilufiunii

Sylvia stood in stunned amazement. As a Catholic
working among scientists, she occasionally endured the

antireligious whisperings, but the party these kids seemed
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to be having was all-out euphoria over the church’s loss.
How could they be so callous? Why the hatred? (Brown
2009a: 366)

Ugjﬁ%amauauawiammgzyl,ﬁaﬁumv'hamamﬂfuﬁdﬁﬁuﬁﬂ
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anmedusunnlaniisidueuluganumbunselu Angels &
Demons HuUsnglunaontiaiies uinsesisluiiufivesmaunion
9819UATS gAY zdiuldiuwInnisAnyuaslivsNawuy
Ingrmanigniianindseusssnduegnan sulstugnuesi
ansaldifuaesiielumsigatiusiaivesmaunld ngueann
Agwieriimiiagdesnsianuiedesiulangatagiu
fagiliniiiusouazBugen fagdiuldainainiialousla 1as
(Leonardo Vetra) #nidefignananssalunends wilaefunsy
FunzUesdneuidlassnsiteveunfisnsinannsafigainngd
ogvamszidvihunmAfemaiiandlddaiinneiFe s (Victoria
Vetra) gnanveduInaIIin “He designed the experiment to
prove Genesis was possible” (Brown 2009a: 92) &wiliunlésu
msatfuaglunAfennmanasunegldmnudiuii “He wanted
Leonardo to go public. His holiness thought this discovery might
begin to bridge the gap between science and religion — one
of the Pop’s life dreams.” (Brown 2009a: 573) AEUVBINTY
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rfanuanungeuyildmauinatadusisnalaegn1senainnse
fudsludatuwinsudniusuiinfuandliiulsfuyudazanuse
YYIYVATINAAIIUAINITOVDINULD auagﬂmzﬁuﬁﬁamﬁwﬁu
wszild vdowinszssenananedunszidnls wWiulgnlushuni
N80
The Bible is one of the books through which the
mysteries have been passed down through history. Its
pages are desperately trying to tell us the secret. Don’t
you understand? The “dark sayings” in the Bible are the
whispers of the ancients, quietly sharing with us all of
their secret wisdom. (Brown 2009a: 646)

%1 “secret wisdom’ dsnanuunuAniinuyudanunsoen
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The most astonishing aspect of Katherine’s work,
however, had been the realization that the mind’s ability
to affect the physical world could be augmented through
practice. Intention was a learned skill. Like meditation,
harnessing the true power of “thought” required practice.
More important . . . some people were born more skilled
at it than others. And throughout history, there had
been those few who had become true masters. This is
the missing link between modern science and ancient

mysticism. (Brown 2009a: 87)
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This is not black-mail. We have no demands. The
abolition of the Vatican is nonnegotiable. We have waited
four hundred years for this day. At midnight, your city
will be destroyed. There is nothing we can do. (Brown
2009a: 178-179)
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The ancient war between science and religion is
over. [...] You have won but you have not won fairly. You
have not won by providing answers. You have won by so
radically reorienting our society that the truths we once
saw as signposts now seem inapplicable. Religion cannot
keep up. Scientific growth is exponential. It feeds on itself
like a virus. [...] We are spinning out of control. The rift
between us grows deeper and deeper, and as religion is
left behind, people find themselves in a spiritual void. We
cry out for meaning. And believe me, we do cry out. We
see UFOs, engage in channeling, spirit contact, out-of-body
experiences, mindquests all these eccentric ideas have
a scientific veneer, but they are unashamedly irrational.
They are the desperate cry of the modern soul, lonely
and tormented, crippled by its own enlightenment and
its inability to accept meaning in anything removed from
technology. (Brown 2009a: 420-421)
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