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Abstract

This research article aims to study the art and process of casting
the Buddha image, which is a valuable national cultural heritage and
an example of high-class craftsmanship in the Royal Court of Thai
craftsmen. This article aims to add to our national knowledge database
by preserving, explaining, transmitting and reconstructing the concepts,
methods, forms and motifs of creating and casting the Buddha image
in Thailand through the academic lens of art history.

The earliest evidence of bejeweled Buddha images in Thailand
can be traced back to around the 12" century A.D., which was in the
period of Angkor Wat and Haripunchai. Since the 16" century A.D., the
images of this group were created according to Jambupati Sutra. The
style and concept of bejeweled Buddha in the Lanna Kingdom were
spread to central Thailand during the mid to late Ayutthaya period, and
were later inherited in the Rattanakosin period.

During the era from the time of King Rama | to that of King Rama
lll, the bejeweled Buddha images were made according to the Royal
Court’s tradition, which was to represent a royal family member. Casting
them was considered as a great merit-making activity in dedication to
the represented. Their decorations were delicately made by various
complicated techniques. However, the concept related to Jambupati
Sutra was less popular than in the past

In the reign of King Rama V, there was a big change in casting
these images. Casting them became popular outside the court. Some of
their styles were derived from the court while some demonstrated new
forms of creativity. The latter can be seen from the usage of soapstone
molds, new decorative patterns, new working methods, and inclusion of
some metal elements; these features made casting bejeweled Buddha
images easier. The group of casters was in Ban Chang Lor of nowadays
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Thonburi district. This popularity spread to other areas in central Thailand
and ended in the period of WWII because of two factors, namely the
lack of casters and the occurrence of new easier and cheaper casting
techniques employed in casting factories.

This research also records the whole original ancient casting
process which is still employed by the remaining casters of Ban Chang
Lor, including forming sculptures and producing decorative patterns
from soapstone molds. Thus, this helps us to conserve the wisdom of

Thai ancient master artisans to some extent.

Keywords: Buddhism, Sarvastivadin sect, Southeast Asia
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