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Abstract

This article aims to analyze Nirat Nakhonwat by Prince Damrong
Rajanubhab to show that this Nirat, written in prose, is not just a
travelogue or record of knowledge on Cambodia, as it is otherwise widely
known. It contains integral elements of Nirat characteristics, namely
‘nostalgia’, which evolved from ‘separation’, and ‘contemplation” which
resembles the ‘lamentation’ inherent in conventional Nirat poetry. The
nostalgic contemplation is expressed through the author’s reflection
on the past mightiness of Siam, which then transitioned into friendship
between Siam and Cambodia and the closure of conflicts in the new

context after the invasion of Imperialism in Southeast Asia.

Keywords: Nirat Nakhonwat, Nirat, Contemplation, Nostalgia
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