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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the appearance of identity, body, and
social territory of Kathoey individuals in Southeast Asia during the period
from 1927-1973 by applying documentary research, historical documents,
and related academic documents in Thai, English, Tai Yuan, and Lao. The
study identified the long existence of Kathoey. First, the appearance of
identities and bodies of individuals is observed in historical documents
related to Buddhist legends, ancient laws, newspapers, and black and
white film. Secondly, the social territory of Kathoey individuals was found
in newspaper documents reflecting lifestyle, occupations, and the use of
the public spaces.

Keywords: Kathoey, identity, social territory, Southeast Asia
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