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Abstract

This article aims to study burial in Dvaravati culture by analyzing
burial practices, as well as comparing it with the prehistoric period to show
the common features and differences in burial practice. The relationship
between burial practice and attributes of burial were sex, age at death,
artefacts found with burials, and head orientation.

The study found that during the Dvaravati period, the burial could be
divided into 2 mortuary phases; the first mortuary phase (6th-9th century)
and the second mortuary phase (10th-11st century). In both phases,
various burial poses were found similar to the prehistoric period. The most
common burial practice is extended, head oriented to the west, and no
artefacts are found with burials, a distinctive feature in Dvaravati culture.
It was also found that sub-attributes of those burials were independent
from burial patterns.

In the Dvaravati period, the burial traditions such as sprinkling
red ochre or placing the body on sherd sheets were not found like in
the prehistoric period, but there were burials found alongside Buddhist
monuments in some archaeological sites. However, burials were still found

until the late Dvaravati period, along with cremation.

Keywords: Burial practice , Mortuary practices, Dvaravati period
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N “Stupa” - “Ediface 1"
Outside dimensions: —_— Brick base of a small octagonal stupa
8 feot 10 inches g .
9foet 4 inches NW-SE at P’'ong Tuk site.

Excavated by Q. Wales January 1936,
Lowest course of brick foundation: Layout reconstructad by W. Clarke 2009.
3feet 2 Inches below surface

Depth of central relic deposit:
4 feot 3 inches below surface

Depth of burials:
4 foet 2 inches to
4 feot 8 Inches below surface

DVARAVATI

r
EXCAVATION
TRENCHES

BRONZE EARRING

IRON BLADE

FIVE FEET
—

At 2 nwdassiumidasnsgnayedinuinaaguannmsyduvesaeing Lad
(Malg Ladd aansn)

(*7‘1|m: Wesley S. Clarke, “Return to P’ong Tuk: Preliminary reconnaissance of a
seminal Dvaravati site in west-central Thailand.” Master’s dissertation. Center for
International Studies, Ohio University, 2012)
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