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Abstract

Brahmanism and Buddhism must have reached Southeast Asia
around the 4th century CE as indicated by iconographic evidence. Epigraphic
evidence indicates that Buddhism that used the Sanskrit language flourished
in Funan in the 6th century CE alongside Vaishnavism. A large number
of inscriptions in Pali, mainly containing extracts from the Buddhist Pali
canon, could be found in the central part of Thailand during the 6th
and 7th centuries CE. This indicates that Buddhism practiced in this area
belonged to the Early Theravada sect. During the same period, however,
Brahmanism must have been followed by the people as well, judging
from the few inscriptions in Sanskrit with Brahmanical content found in
the area. In the later period there are sizable numbers of inscriptions in
Sanskrit and Khmer found in Thailand and Cambodia that show syncretism
of Buddhism with Brahmanism.

Keywords: Theravada, Mahayana, Shaivism, Vaishnavism
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