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Abstract

Prasat Khao Lon, a Baphuon architectural style (Style de
Baphton, ca. 1010 - 1080 CE) of the Angkorian period (Période angkorienne),
was built in the early 11th century CE. The Hindu-Khmer temple is situated
atop of Khao Lon, a sandstone hill. The inscriptions found in situ suggest
that the temple is devoted to the Saiva god and another goddess; i.e.,
Siva, his consort (devi), and housed a Sivalinga as well. Therefore, the
Khao Lon hill was functioning as an abode on earth of the god and
goddess; their heavenly abode is Mount Kailasa. However, the comparative
study of ancient geopolitics concerning the Khmer socio-cultural ideas of
hill-temples, confirmed by archaeological evidence, has shown that Prasat
Khao Lon was consecrated on the basis of the Khmer’s political and
economic administration. As a religious and political centre, it was the
idyllic setting for communities in the foothill area of the mountain range
of the San Kamphaeng. It has been recognized as the notable landmark
that can be seen by passengers from the mountain pass, as well as a rest
stop for travelers by land and by boat. It could serve as the point of

contact for people of the communities and elsewhere.

Keywords: Khao Lon, Sa Kaeo province, Khmer temple, hill-temple,

Baphuon style, Angkorian period
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