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Abstract

The Ban Wang Phai inscription, discovered at the ancient town
of Si Thep in Phetchabun Province, significantly serves to illustrate the
status of early states of Thai history. The text of inscription has been
variously interpreted. The aim of the article is to give an explanation of
the text by taking two approaches to studying perception; i.e., a new
epigraphic research and archaeology findings. The result highlights the
contextual role of a king of Si Thep in mid-7th century CE. He and kings
of two states (known to China as Funan and Zhénla [Chénla]) plausibly
descended from common ancestral lineage. The evidence suggests that
the kingship clan at the royal court and political system of King Ishanavarman
| continued to exercise its influence on Si Thep and other inferior states
of Dvaravatl until the early reign of King Bhavavarman Il (r.628-655).
Si Thep had its own monarchic regime since then. The previous inferior
states were likewise governed by their own rule. Consequently, Si Thep
and states of Dvaravati were diplomatically known to the great Tang
dynasty of China. They developed and maintained their eco-political and

culture polities for a long period of time.

Keywords: Ban Wang Phai inscription, Si Thep, Zhénla, Chénla, Dvaravati
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(M09 : Aa AT, S18umMsITeatuauysalizes a1nnsedn-
NHUNTITHU (AN AgluTIUAR W IvedeAauing 16 :)2562.)

1.A>d0AwURTUSICUEN U
ADNBWAU No5 ovgnav

2. AddoAwuRUs1ENauTUS
Twsnn N14-2(B)

3.AdE0AWUAUSIEINDIBU AT0

il 2 AdsAnuvadneuliomssuasinuluiuiian
(Hiunn1w 3 : John Guy, (ed.), Lost kingdoms: Hindu-Buddhist sculpture
of early Southeast Asia (Bangkok: River Books, 92 (2014, fig.7.)
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(Fsnam 1: Pratapaditya Pal, Asian art at Norton Simon Museum. New
Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 113 (2004, fig.82.)
(ﬁmmw 3: John Guy, (ed.), Lost kingdoms: Hindu-Buddhist sculpture
of early Southeast Asia (Bangkok: River Books, 141 (2014, cat.68)
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