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Abstract

Since 2020, archaeological investigations by the Fine Arts
Department in Khao Sam Roi Yot National Park, Prachuap Khiri Khan, have
yielded critical evidence of prehistoric settlements along the western
Gulf of Thailand and Southeast Asia. Surveys identified eight new sites,
including rock art and habitation areas. Notably, excavations at the Tham
Din Rock Art site (2022-present) revealed some of Thailand’s earliest
evidence of prehistoric occupation and burial. Archaeological stratigraphy
reveals long-term continuous site occupation, with AMS radiocarbon
dating placing occupation between 34,000 and 11,000 years ago. This
period spans the Late Pleistocene to the Early Holocene, marking the
transition from the cold Ice Age to a warmer climate. The most significant
find is the well-preserved skeleton of a child, aged 5-6 years. The
well-preserved skeleton was buried in a distinct ritual involving red ochre
application. Associated charcoal dated via AMS indicates an age of
approximately 30,000 years, identifying the remains as the oldest modern
human (Homo sapiens) skeleton ever discovered in Thailand. This discovery
provides transformative evidence regarding prehistoric populations and
paleoenvironments in Western Thailand and the broader Southeast Asian

region.

Keywords: prehistoric archaeology, rock art, Khao Sam Roi Yot, human

settlement, Southeast Asia
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