11

Book Review:

An Indian Tai’s Journey into the Beginning:
Reflections on Prof. Girin Phukon’s Fieldwork
to and frczjm Mengmao, Yunnan, China

log 13 13guvils (Chen Jianming)

DOI : 10.14456/drj.2026.11

A3. ATING DUNTIUNT*

Dr. Damrongpon Inchan

* femansnasdussinnianyeeinet auglunaed amivendedaUing Bl
dam.inchan@gmail.com
Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Archaeology,

Silpakorn University. email: dam.inchan@gmail.com



An Indian Tai’s Journey into the Beginning: Reflections on Prof. Girin
Phukon’s Fieldwork to and from Mengmao, Yunnan, China

unUifmindsdedfansannanudoures Bu Feunis
(Chen Jianming) 303 An Indlian Tai’s Journey into the Beginning
(2025) FadunuBsudinudrssauinasUsy Rmansinusa
agviounndszaunisaisiulunisasiuiinaaulusunaguuiy
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yoanguauyfbn/laluedels aziuladn Jolsuazviou
Usvaumsniniaauiognieldnvnssuvnanyueinerindaens
onemvasaulne/ln/la mavindrmguitudiidnvessundlne uas
91andnsuIuen maensunsiEuea IS sdeL aus sy
n1stileen1sunases u,azm'iLﬂﬁauLLUaamaﬂﬂdmmwﬁﬁuﬂu%uaﬂa
UaqUu

Uni: Msunwsnszaelunienziuanuesrnln
ynlnedyoguuiisunismeulduesdu  uazmuyuvImg
noumileveadeauy Wungusunanluanuaylve Sﬂﬁy’aé’amﬁaa@j
Tuilufiqudrnlngresniamievendoun uazdmunguniln
Smnunildunianzusenidsaniieveduiese ilndvssuns
TSz 100 duau wasfuiidindedodunvannvanevidu
anmuazlagiu loun ww/lnlng (Shan), nie (Tai Lue), Tne
(Tai Yuan), @813 (Lao), 933 (Zhuang), @4 (Dong), lne (Thai), Tne
(Tai Dam), lnuns (Tai Deng) s dwmalvluduifeerdaogni
nyiuoandesnie laun Tusgdady (Assam) Syejundausewe
(Arunachal Pradesh) wagigualysy (Manipur) ﬁiﬁﬂiu%a RRIGrY
(Ahom), 81emeu (Aiton), fd (Khamti), A (Khamyang), WL
(Phake), 139 (Turung) kagnziul (Kabaw) (Chen, 2025: 16-17)
luduinUszidmansiolonz TusanidedlsindiinAa1uan
A3arAnsel 13 Wugawis “a1ugilsatl” (effervescence) vos
ngueulyn Fudutsnavesmsvengdalunsme fuanogainau
thlugmsanunerandnsov Fessnlunmisdevesdu Reunila
Wiguaiiounisenendsunauielyuazersuallulanadeluy
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YBIMAATINTOATY WNou FenEuduvIesnngivesuTIney o
Sosum (Mengmao) (Hlesedlunamaguuiutiogiv) 1u “anm
Inemdugruthuinveswnlnludadu” (the Homesickness of the
Tai in Assam) vssBnensdunisnauvisiuidesmuasiud
Uinalndifs Wy nunewe3s (Pha-Ke-Che-Ring) Faifiufiugiu
yosylvriun Snnguuilsvesraln aduenemsnanidednn
HIUeenI1U (Muang Kwan) lunuwignas (Hu Kuang) 9Nt
Winwiuneludmeiaaunuesanuuiisnwiviali (Nong
Jang Patkai Range) dademiinl@usznlinziaanuuvaiidu
funauvemuRe A 1228 ud laefiwauaudungfusenidy
LAULULTENINWATNNISY (Nara County) fUB1MILUAYDARN
Mndonumuesaeliald dedriliedeunswinludausihgn
(Ruk River) mudhUmseus (Pong/Bong) Fifumnnadiaun
LLazﬁgmmzswﬁaﬁwam%aaﬁaémaaajLLﬁﬁwaﬁﬂ (Dihing) a1n3A
vsTILTRLith  wanwmededelunuusithAfislunang Tuan
Bodld suaain (Tirap) lutlagtiu wasiadoudhdaubmaviyns
Tuusnafisenit Aty (Tipam) (Chen, 2025: 169-188)

fifou 1By @eunds Wumansasdiuasugmans 90
wmIngaIiemanswavinalulagauniia  (Kunming  University
of Science and Technology) 85U1871 v mihiivannvanenaen
nsfumadufaussaiuny da ninaudusn uagdpua
(a contact person, an interpreter, a car driver and a caregiver)
SIUIWAINATAINAUAMLLAUNIYIBUAY  vinluntinszany
wAguunumidu “theffussauidasyioudoudn” (eflective

ethnographer) fngneatuiinnsiiunIinTaUARNIEEENI 3,136
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Alawnsludianan 12 fu Fedeuiiaduiesuiinnnsniunis
UsgIRAansinus  LagnIsauAUNIINIYYEINGT 1908555UYR
uisTmusTIY (nature of culture) vesnguumlniifiarmadiondediy
pgatfle ufggnuanenessoznavaneAnssuLazinety
Duszezmavareiunlawnsiny

nMsdumaisauiinuagdfuisnisasituiinaauia
wnundnvesniadoagiauidonleanisvidnusuas
Fauusssuseninnnluglinesgiuesndesnioveduiy ode
nriuoanedld Uazdu MINAIUTIENEVDIAIANTIANTENNDUTN
yrlmfusundidoasueddnased o1dvegluiiuiinislugjves
odenyTuoanidedd fudmengtusenideaniiovesduiionis
pzfupn lumangueen daudnned uasmslvmdmesdu Ay
namanTIsEuney Undnnisvnlnemdluly 70 U D
funuves “Unseninauin” (fieldworken) unninlu “dndzings
YUaADENI1919”  (armchair  philosopher) Faesuieay
agmINFeNTAUNIILazASaTIFasTEnineinivnsiusula
Anw1 (Dai studies) wazinivn1sduieduln@ny (Tai studies)
nagnszeziia1luguuiy (Chen, 2025: 16)
msAumneuiasdugaiiursaunie demansansdwneu
lgsmmSeduanidspumaniuamaguuiy (Yunnan Academy of

a

Social Sciences) ioynAeuanidsunwazanifiedlunainyszinuend

s

RNWALTIR (national identity) WazdRANEBUNINYIRANUS

o

(ethnic identiy) wleutensunAsamMRIANLg Usvaunisaived

o

glsU $ade wazldniu Fudaiudi ulsuiensndunanensnAnug
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LuuLtennn (the unified policy of racialist assimilation) (BRI
Tduwmeamemslieswuudaningsieauvainans wuunyiey
uwlsusufin mendsasasalanasafiasiamundulgulouis
wuniennwdnassuuiiugureseuniuiie feoundn “udonaoy
59” (melting pot) %39 “Uwadn” (salad bowl) w3 “luLannIg
YANUG” (ethnic mosaic) w38 “@3eIIWVIANUG” (ethnic pool)
dulinmsimedazideaiisrfuulovienguudiuiueaiu
laglanigguiuy “tonainluninuvainnaieveslseyyniu’
(Diversified Entity of the Chinese Nation) Uil mansRsele
Beama (Fei Xiaotong e'ﬁqluanammé’aﬂqwif{fﬂﬁﬂu%a Hsiatong
Fei) laasuanulineunin nsanfiunisunasesnuiedvaingy
6mﬁﬁuﬂuizé’ugﬁmmaﬁuﬁu&gﬂLLm"‘?J A.A.1949 Wusuwn thung
weUnAsoRUBYNIATLgsERUATanA - Fehefulsiuanuane
AMAKATANUTOMDITTIINGUIARLS  TruTadaasunsTaL
YouTIATe 56 ngu MsUnAsesmuesaAugvesiuliing
Lﬁuﬁzﬁ’ugﬁmﬂ 1A 91LN 139 AU (autonomous prefectures,
counties and townships) feitunisluszuumaidiosiugiuvesdud
TioraUasuutast (Chen, 2025: 8-9)

T fudswinnsiensansisusgussnvudulul aa 1949 Fulddedsanunasesmules 5

Wit waunAsewmuesERUImMin 30 U LarlwnUNATEINWEISEAUELAE 120 Wi
guunudunnmavesiuifiungulioniis 25 naumiiug snnfigaidudufuniavesszina
fivurfisan 26 ngu Tty Insusasnguiiussrnsinnnd 5,000 au warludwauil
fivundutios 15 nquitnulflamsluguuuwindy sunguliesvesguuuidad sz
wilduammonsemnshimunvesmana  uenaniguuudaiivnuneasesmueanniigelu
Fu lnelwaUnATInueITEAudmdn 8 wiit WAUNATEINUDITEAUAD 29 WA WAy
fuavungutos 149 Wi fuftunasesmuauvatandy 70% vesiufinaun (Chen,
2025: 9)
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anuBenlsaneiausssunaznivirii@edydnunl
JHevmvemidideSuanmaiumadiguinuanunases
puesrUAlnduassiiuu fignuumiuidn “enandnsurstiauas
unge” (the Kingdom of Elephants and Peacocks) Tuduil
wilsdeldefusedanyweInedydanual (symbolic anthropology)
wandliiuiarugniuiiandsvesnila/nfiide “dhe” Fududnd
Aflumainuns msvuds wagnsasas L maBtIsUsy SRmans
Fradudydnualvedynain diu “ungs” [Wudydnualvesnuay
uazarwgy dydnuainaniliinifiesSemsauniomans winidy
asissUfATewesaudenlomsdinunas Sausssy (catalytic
agents of socio-cultural linkage) Sududiunivadasinside
Agafuanudoulesmematuiuas fausssuszvitanguauly
lunanziueenideunilevesduieiugiinialelduny usanidesls
wlsuisueangiusan (Look-East Policy) v893gutaduiie (Chen,
2025: 16)
Srwilsssiunilaieidommanyueinemsaninens
(architectural  anthropology) fifesuteiaseuldquaswadynile
vido “Few” Nildnvazadeneddu mauAsuruanmslifliany
ugneunimasumaniviuasielunythusinag wu 3987 Uingha) uas
lesgu (Menghun) gniiufinlissanemiimneAansalsonismely
vaslassadrstuFounvuindy anududesdasiouienis
Wasuulasiinnntu Fesesusstumemanusdngnudnliluagly
unaaioueafignyinlinatoidufifisias Wy 1n91eduansds
(Gaozhuang Xishuangjing)® Tulhaungainiey aA.f. 1989 1389

2 Faflnrwmnedn “iivensy duasuiles” 1ulasinisgnenunisvieaiieniuuiin
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Woniiu UJiang Zemin) Usystunsuiauluvasiu I8aunannsis
Hen mevdandidudiiulouisufsuuaslaUseina saufenns
Wawndlosfivensfegnesinsa Myjﬁmmuﬁlwmu (Manjinglan)
Inaneduiiuiiiauuwidnl Tsusuuasfnnasinaasnsiuogig
sardles ugivimiuuumitiudududeny Weumely fouuaenis
AGesneluseiuemnslifliaiiclnl Fdansuseeisvengy
g yuluefniiaevhanluliun Yaguuldiusndsznou
gifeeo s Tssew viessfeduy warEusudunaniswan
JamagurusUuoulvel vunuuesiuthutuiany fau
liifiesldfuassemsvessned (ulnesinduiifinduluie 1
9191 Viofe) warrnlawihiy Senmsnvunisuanssstiiudies
ammaufUNMTIALUUTUNgNTes LavFeudvuusssuleuviesiu
9nee (Chen, 2025: 68)

UszdRAansdnusuazauudunidaiionn?
uenandeyamaivinisuda iemansrlumilsdemelii
915ualAusANveIAnETnIYINTTinemusanisluiEouiia g
(Foe3ed Tutlgty) lesfidwoudesjedegiimuadionm Uim
Favvnung fusenidouvileveussisuied duuiguiogvadia
nziupnideddd inseanlunnsiusenidedddsn 34 Alawns Ao
withiedsuidedes Tuedngrihaeniaslnariuguiiednenss
“floawn” Wudlunwile SeldiGendeiuiiugaiomunuasids

AU Uszneaumeanuiansunssuusenuens N1STUIUTeFUAT wagnIsHnHauY
ndeuly Inethiauegiivimimeinussuvesilavselniionduegnuguusiuivisluiuuag
funAUABUAIaTRsENULAsTuanUsEwa (Chen, 2025: 69)
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AudnannIsUnATasvBdies  danuvingdn  “unsusanevien”
duwih Wude “dhun’ sumneds “wlbnnddvoadiown”
reuasiAsuiaduuthiedlutiagiiu (Chen, 2025: 172) dwdy
galvemuuds WesmAeaouiid fyuisanulvemens dan1ud
Fadmanaderifimingeu 9,000 auduniieniuiinligduiiesaus
U a.m1215

wenaInFeuiewman1ingy é’aﬂsmgﬁi’faaﬁmwmﬁmﬁu
anandnsinduiivazdinne anmilsdenunIubes “A Study of the
Daguang Kingdom and the Guozhanbi Kingdom in the Dai
History”  Tadpvilagauipuiserdlauwiadons waunasesmuies
YU lanardsly (Dehong Dai and ingpo Autonomous Prefecture)
walae la e (Cai Xiaohuang) Wagiwe e (Yue Xiaobao)
AADATUNIAIIANSBIAUBLY wazaAusedy “Anuvainraneves
Fosuwuduan” (bewildering variety of names) wazUszifReans
Fuwmnnszaneveserandnnileamlndufi (Mengmao Guozhanbi
Kingdom) finsfiaufiuansatudeatuerandnsuisd wu Huss
Fussnsuamlaldaavuniulugae aa. 567-1488 adnslsinny
Aounthiurlalddafenandnsiinie (Daguang Kingdom) Saus
A3aReRITIURl 5 neuesannIaudasanemsIuTl 6 ndwsanna
fodusguraisnuessuyfle Iﬂaﬁmmmmmamquﬁuﬁ?}aﬁmﬁ’u
AonamaguuvesdunazUszmadlounnluogiu luvuzd
Pn3gnsiesuuieautevidannadifuszusunisunasesiu
UseiRemand witlndunnnsvinudu Wy mansasduve fs (He Ping)
Jeanduienansndngiufigaiidn “fadud” (Guozhanbi) wie
“Induft” (Kawsampi) Tusngluuse Rmansvosanilodu wiass
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LLé’aﬁﬁ”ugmmmﬂﬁmmLLazL'%IaaLa'wLﬁmﬁummﬁﬂﬂummmwﬁa
TuduRefiidowentu wazdlddnnuiedostulsy TRamansves
guridlnusdedidla wenand surwiertuerandnsdinidly
UsgfAmansvosymle goussinduifissFonandaiuuietu
“9run9nseng”  (Taigong Kingdom) TuuseiRAransveadouun
flilFfegatdlutsefamansvosile dowmgiinndiasuuin
771 “Wewed” (Dianyue) “a1u” (Shan) wag “Us” (Pong) Lﬁu%’gﬁ
AedilagrurRlanazy ULy (Chen, 2025: 172-174)
Adounannin ldmsunudideifiaadaneuseidaans

'
a

w93 eedununisazniseyiulagliivdnguniesessu lag

1%
I

f1imsudadsesuiulugiuy “Genandildfunsiiger”
FefuuuazFesdiunussilaeiy Sududedlitunis
fsandeauseiinses Lardesendendngruininuuuuay
inifefionndstu ddnanfiduisdnluansTunueih “auans
MﬁﬂgﬁuIUSWmIﬁuﬁﬂﬂdﬁﬁ” (Show me more fossils) (Chen, 2025:
175) Gsazdiouinistudunuaimsssiimanidedsoguu

o w

wangudeuszantludAny

=) 4 ' 1 v
m’mnLamﬂsﬂmyl,saammm

Yepsvdewilide asydAnuseinunianeitesiunis
=3

'
=

Tigeudlossmd® Fuduninlulszhuiandestuunfigausziu

3 faqusrasdvesnsdnlimansiansdynouiumaniBoudma  fedvaundduy
anuiidAyegndeitisdudusessesdufifinvessudla/n ¥13l (Ba) wnnindesay
80 suaaﬂixmﬂ%umﬁ’aasﬂuﬁuﬁuﬁaﬁ fefudlefinsdniuulounsunasesruesdmi
sunguiioslud ae. 1956 JeldfinsdndauminasesnuosmumAliwisivasy waedua

SamodusesiivessgroundAgyuazUszauanudiaianssy laun orandnsunud
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nlanaUsifmansuazuyweingriseduiidavesaulve i
dnduluwng “@randnsunudn” (A, 738-902) 1dusgresauly

Calle

violi TasfousostsyfRmanivemguiduliifyannuadsian
fusiavesinivnisylsvluedadansswd 19 luaufanisgn
sindndlaeininmetnfusasendiend amafterandnsiud
warorandnsivadnufeitesiuniseAusedesiuiiinues
guriln/de Aflewnaniinirnisuisduder enundnsuiud
I#sunsantuilasusswauauln/le fdunisiinuladiudiide
oandnsdma SeneliAamsenenesdnajvossurilanselnas
indfuuaulszmalneluiiagiu egnalsinudinisnsdnaiumid
AMULTIULANAgenlUADUSHLAURINE T
giausuudnduauusnitonandnsinudndueiandns
YOWUPIR Fa 7. 1oy, uwsd-neild (D. H. Saint-Denys) ¥1IHSwAa
Tnelunifsdaienturundroman (Ailao) Tuussimedu Jedfanily
UsemalSaeadieod aa. 1876 wildaueuuidnin sunilniy
gnuautesrIsema Seuhasludaniuwienandnniudiitu
d undses e anwel (Terrien de Lacouperie) A1aRs19138
Wi IMeNdeasunoy  liauevguineandnsuiudndussues
gundlnevseln luuniides The Cradle of the Shan Race ideu
Usgnounilsde Amongst the Shans w94 Archibald Ross
Colquhoun Faffinwlud a.a. 1885 dnimnisuastindeunalsny

WU E. H. Parker, Emile Rochet, Pierre Lefebvre Portalis, James

(Nanzhao w3eiAnEend Nanchao) luadiosuiedids uazenandnsimaluadesivisdds
mewnil Wewnnadsldsunisendesdbiduniisluiiesszifmansuas Tausssunivedes
9a93udnAae (Chen, 2025: 217)
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George Scott, Henry Rodolph Davies, W. W. Cochrane, William
Clifton Dodd, W. A. R. Wood uagz Wilhelm Credner N )
AfiuiauAne3fonasunanumniaivnig SeeiHeunIuuIAn
pganferneh orandnaudidussiinesslnevumnilnevdeln
Tuvssmdndnniamatd viseuidvinasgianndenisfeuides
uaymadeulsy fRmanslveatelunm duaniudunamaenmssy
tinAvmsngiuan Wmihiivnnses fvduun waztdnnsymdnoy
wils shadeumisderfioatiuayunguifinanegseiiles Inedudy
odrudeduin oandnsmunudiduizdunssdnanaziaies 3
AemstulperuAlngyiseln Wy H.R Davies, W. C. Dodd, W. A. R,
Wood, C.P. FitzGerald wag D.G.E. Hall WHudu (Chen, 2025: 218)
MUVANFIUNNNWAERS Twl A.e. 1944 dnarweans
yIuEiiderdss w1 aname (Luo Changpei) Ui enandnsiiy
Lé’mwzgﬂa%ﬁﬁuiﬂwumjmﬁwm—wm (Tibeto-Burman peoples)
Tldlpgsudln-la (Tai-Dai people) lnglanizans sy AUTINGY
yosaninshudldssuunmssideiidenlssdovestinuynsue
dhdefu wulslunguenid/lala (Yi/lolo) wsilimulsiusingszuu
Srduasdmsenadanailunguaszgavesyniln/la wildeiduifadiu
Wosdonmdssrouiuaitgaaieludin drudnduszuaunis
UnAsesvesnguaszgan wfiiua-nain Sslutisvanenassusesn
Un3yn1sadudiwiuinnlaanuinisdenasunaunivinis
agadiales iednfunguidingn dnisinisdiulngiiiuin
prandnsihudndusrusunisunasesiinedsiulasussnaures
FUBAB (Yi) wazrundll (Bai) snninasfuvesvuniln/la uas
fatedunnd  wiuiiuse Benansveslveflddsenguiduriia
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Aulneaniudsenluua Tnaldeuganiuluniiaunnisiuviesdu
wagn1senenanIuneuldawunghuaulszmelney

unaeviou YalUseuiauessileuls wazaagunia3ivinig
wifsdevondy Founis TnvamanzdudonFouieuty
aeaaanluanvdlnn s Tai Groups of Thailand (2001)
Y99 Joachim Schliesinger R Schliesinger Glﬁmwsamaamjuﬁﬁagui
Tneidiufladfvszananaziniomunematamsssussduiiuiuin
anndvedanvasauln winsuveudulidnvazidadnduds
UszfAmansinusinnnd Weulosmeusyiimaniuagainuidn
FEWINPUUANUAIENY (BUUNULAL D) drunuizes Thailand: A
Short History (1984) w83 David K. Wyatt 3sliUseReansnnsiiles
finsssrunavasmaindoudisrmindrdduudindmezen sudeu
Yo dutigiiuiuuvedhiend fen1siEaueyNLeIINTTIU
Nuiiasa (ground-level view) AgnfuNsvEIsaluntanzTuan
duunuduie dshuend szyindunadnduuugalas (extreme
outcome resulting) vl lnduuanngapdesndnuaiaia
Julvvesnuiesly
yaugilowIsuifisunisiiumavesmansiansdyneu fu
nsuaUsINYTYkensiulusunanadned1a Roots: The Saga
of an American Family (1976) ¥84 Alex Haley NUTER 30N
wergnhasdilatuaznsgydonnnivesyuvundniy
(diaspora) W1 UUININITAUMI NN VBIAEARTINTENNBUIL
AU lURINNTEUIUNITUAINITINN19TY1N15  (academic
root-seeking) ¥1NNIMMsFUAUN NG UIARTENalAERTINAIY
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% [

arulaaidunsssdouiBvemdsdedudog i fauiussu
Uy (revealing Interactions) SeMINeFINIMazEQnFAnY
unu A uvesiTeurhlviannsodunatisna i sizung
goulmislemansiansdynou dmuiungy “ftfes” (pi-nongs)
uilsdiansnsananeisnvivestuarfuld Fosdoasriimuniu
Sanquenuiloududnly Adidugidsnsdounssmsnimues
nauymlnwdndusraulnemuihiaunsodearsieniuinuuy
Sl fudn

wudasznsniemidsdeAenissiusiuunasteyaniv
3u Wy w1 ITe (Fan Chuo) wastsySimanserade 1Wily
Tumsussonengeruililvvniuamsadifdsd fodn Welonad
wldsndniulanisinisiléniwsengulunisueafiuisi
UnJvin1susanuduiiiavesyilnituaudniseiamans
lusruaddnaieldied (Baiyue) uwazuiyweingisvauluiana
(molecular anthropology) $uAn¥IveAUdNIYYeINealTeln
Lmeﬁmmé’avﬁu (Fudan University) (nilslusvninendassiu
Huniwesdu) T sunds (v) luwawdemiu uasaiaeu
g1adugnuatureinquuszyinslusaainuauduie-Uiianiu
Bsldnanmanuiurusiosiundsnonengiuns funnideds uas
sosnfinsnaufurmduudn suenguen vie Shan (Aeta/
Agta) wusuhuluodenziueen deidnunsdunguinlauasedn
#re wenanil wamsAnwdeseyin duaeihednvesyidlumdes
gufinnuuandsanydlusamaguuulazfolaivesiudnie
(Chen, 2025: 260)
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Twhueadoatu fifeunarludeguunin e1vasduldlsd
wAunduiidavesrundlnevielnld semniinisinrumsznns
aaudeianudvauvainuats nssAnuatouds wiseiedds
(Xuanzang veflaulneiinludengledrin deiuds) Seeeniiums
T A 627 ilouaamANUMINEFULTIRvDIMTE NN AALT
WNINGIREUIRUNT S5 Useimaduily  vaueheniuiilaand
laasiAa (Nicolaus Copernicus) WnansiAtansyaliuaus
lpasnmgufanenfinddugaaudnansvesszuugiey (heliocentric
theory) %ﬂﬁ@iﬁlﬁmm%Uﬁ’?ﬁImUa%ﬁﬁﬁ (Copernican Revolution)
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