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The Term Laddhi in
Theravada Buddhist Scriptures*

Phramaha Pongsak THaNIYO

Abstract

This study investigates the cause of the negative attitude
of the term latthi (&¥18) in Thai by searching from the context of
use of the term laddhi as shown in Theravada Buddhist
scriptures.

The result of the study shows that the term laddhi was
first found in the Niddesa and later in the commentaries
(Atthakatha). The attitude towards this term was used in rather
negative ways. That is to say, it was used to name the
asceticisms who were against Buddhist teaching. Furthermore,
it was used to talk about the Buddhist monks who disobeyed
Buddha. In addition, it was used to call every Buddhist sects
except for Theravada (Vibhajjavada) in the Kathavatthu-
Atthakatha, it is used to call every Buddhist sects, except for
Theravada (Vibhajjavada).
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The attitude of using the term latthi in Thai which was
developed from laddhi in Pali shows that the usage was
characterized in similar ways as in Pali. Consequently, it shows
that the attitude of latthiin Thai was influenced by the Pali Texts,
especially in the commentaries.

Keywords : laddhi, latthi, Niddesa, Atthakatha, Theravada
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anniuly “Bnma” 1Ednainnlu “gaafiunn” Aanaiaun
23901518 Agsia 1IN

Sakam hi ditthim katham accayeyya? ti. Ye te titthiya
Sundarim paribbajikam hantva, samananam
sakyaputtiyanam avannam pakasayitva, evam etam
labham yasam sakkarasammanam paccaharissama ti
evamditthika evamkhantika evamrucika evamladdhika

evamMevamM, te nasakkhimsu sakam
ditthim sakam khantim sakam rucim sakam laddhim

sakam ajjhasayam sakam adhippayam atikkamitum.
(MNd: 64"°)
o 1 =< Y 1 [~3 a a % 1 1
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1 dp = I d’j A o a I d’j A o o I d’j
aei191 Hpangaulaad1ell Aansed19il NdaenAeaasneil
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fﬂqmﬁﬁ‘ﬁ'ﬂﬁﬂgh “gAntun” MHun “AnF” (ditthi=Aanuii)
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(laddhi=a"1) “aqm4d8” (ajjhasaya=a581Ae) “as5lie”
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(A1} T4: 570b12-13)

danto vai samitim yati
dantam rajadhirohati |
dantah Srestho manusyanam
yo ‘tivakyam titiksati ||
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