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Abstract:
When Were the Rules in the Patimokkha Established?

by THANAVUDDHO BHIKKHU

Many modern scholars in both the East and West share the view that
most of the content in the Vinayatipitaka, the book of monastic discipline,
was gradually established and developed after the time of the Lord Buddha.
This claim is based on a comparative study of the different Vinayatipitaka
belonging to six Buddhist sects, and which have been handed down until
today: it is pointed out that, if the Buddha was the one who established all
monastic rules (sikkhapada), those rules of all Buddhist sects should have
been consistent, whereas a number of those rules for monks in the main

part, the so called Patimokkha, are different.

However, according to my close study, I found that the Lord Buddha
was the one who established the monastic rules in the Patimokkha (which
is divided into eight groups according to the seriousness of the offence).
Furthermore, he also gave permission to the sarngha, the Buddhist order, to
amend those rules in the seventh group, the so called Sekhiya, as they are
considered to be minor with the lightest offences. As a result, a number of
the rules in this group have become considerably different among Buddhist
sects, despite the similar sub-categorization of this group. All rules among
Buddhist sects would become consistent, if only the rules in the Sekhiya

group and another two rules in the Pacittiya group were excluded.

a a a -
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Unlike the Sutta, once any rule of the Patimokkha has been set
down, it will affect the daily life of all monks. If any monk breaks it, he
must admit for his offence. Therefore, it is hard to image that there would
be anyone, except the Lord Buddha, capable of establishing a new rule
and then all monks in the whole sangha would accept it. On top of that,
the Lord Buddha also set particular rules for the sarigha to hold a fortnight
assembly to orally repeat and review the Patimokkha, which meant the
content of the Patimokkha was well preserved and handed down properly.
This is the reason for the agreement of the main content of the Patimokkha

in the Vinayatipitaka of all sects.

Focusing on the inconsistency of a number of rules of the Patimokkha
among different sects, scholars form the view that the monastic rules had
gradually come into existence after the time of the Lord Buddha. But this
view arises by not excluding the rules of the Sekhiya group from the other
groups, and then not realizing the relationship between the Sekhiya group
and the issue of minor rules (mentioned in the record of the first Buddhist

council).
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vuttha temasaccayena senasanam samsametva pattacivaram adaya
yena Savatthi tena pakkamimsu. anupubbena yena Savattht Jetavanam
Anathapindikassa Aramo, yena bhagava ten’ upasamkamimsu,
upasamkamitva bhagavantam abhivadetva ekamantam nisidimsu.
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sammato ca panayasma Dabbo Mallaputto sabhaganam bhikkhiinam
ekajjhamsenasanam pafifiapeti. ye te bhikkhi suttantika tesamekajjham
senasanam pafifapeti te affilamafifam suttantam samgayissantiti,
ye te bhikkhii vinayadhara tesam ekajjham senasanam pafinapeti te
afifiamanfiam vinayam vinicchissantiti, ye te bhikkhti dhammakathika

tesam ekajjham senasanam pafinapeti te anfiamafinam dhammam
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In all probability it (Parivara) was originated only in Ceylon.
This is certain of the introductory verses. (footnote 2 — It is said in
it of Mahinda and the other messengers that they came “hereto”
(idha i.e., to Ceylon), and then a number of famous Theras of the
island are mentioned, including even Arittha, the nepyhew of king

Devanampiyatissa, Mhv 19.66) .
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pucchi pana tvam avuso Ananda bhagavantam : katamani pana bhante
khuddanukhuddakani sikkhapadaniti. na kho ham bhante bhagavantam
pucchim : katamani pana bhante khuddanukhuddakani sikkhapadantti.
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ekacce thera evam ahamsu : cattari parajikani thapetva avasesani
khuddanukhuddakani sikkhapadaniti. ekacce thera evam ahamsu :
cattari parajikani thapetva terasa samghadisese thapetva avasesani
khuddanukhuddakani sikkhapadaniti : ekacce thera evam ahamsu : cattari
parajikani thapetva terasa samghadisese thapetva dve aniyate thapetva
avasesani khuddanukhuddakani sikkhapadaniti. ekacce thera evam ahamsu :
cattari parajikani th. terasa samghadisese th. dve aniyate th. timsa
nissaggiye pacittiye th. avasesani khuddanukhuddakani sikkhapadaniti.
ekacce thera evam ahamsu : cattari parajikani th. terasa samghadisese th.
dve aniyate th. timsa nissaggiye pacittiye th. dvenavutim pacittiye th. avasesani
khuddanukhuddakani sikkhapadaniti. ekacce thera evam ahamsu : cattari
parajikani th. terasa samghadisese th. dve aniyate th. timsa nissaggiye
pacittiye th. dvenavutim pacittiye th. cattari patidesaniye th. avasesani
khuddanukhuddakani sikkhapadaniti. (Vin II: 28732- 28815)
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Yo pana bhikkhu patimokkhe uddissamane evam vadeyya :
kim pan’ imehi khuddanukhuddakehi sikkhapadehi udditthehi,
yavad eva kukkuccaya vihesaya vilekhaya samvattantiti,
sikkhapadavivannake pacittiyan ti. (Vin TV: 14316-1%)
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Yo pana bhikkhu anvaddhamasam patimokkhe uddissamane
evam vadeyya : idan’ eva kho aham janami ayam pi kira dhammo
suttagato suttapariyapanno anvaddhamasam uddesam agacchatiti, tafi
ce bhikkhum afife bhikkh@ janeyyum nisinnapubbam imina
bhikkhuna dvittikkhattum patimokkhe uddissamane ko pana vado
bhiyyo, na ca tassa bhikkhuno anfianakena mutti atthi yafi ca tattha
apattim apanno tafi ca yathaddhammo karetabbo, uttari ¢’ assa moho
aropetabbo : tassa te avuso alabha tassa te dulladdham yam tvam
patimokkhe uddissamane na sadhukam atthikatva manasikarositi.
idam tasmim mohanake pacittiyan ti. (Vin IV: 14423-3)
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