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Abstract:

What Is the Difference
between Theravada and Hinayana?

by Bunchird CHAOWARITHREONGLITH

What is the difference between Theravada and Hinayana? It is one
of my questions that I often bring up to people around me in Buddhist
Studies. Many answer me with confidence: “They are the same. No
difference. Hinayana is just the term used by Mahayana to call Theravada

Buddhism in a condescending way.”

However, it is not quite a perfect answer as actually we could
use “Theravada” and “Hinayana” as interchangeable terms only if in
the context of Buddhism of the modern world. Fixed on such a general
idea that “Theravada and Hinayana are the same,” we risk distorting our
understanding of the history of Buddhism, and how we relate to the past.

And this is a main reason that encourages me raise this issue in the present

paper.

What is the difference between Theravada and Hinayana? A clear-
cut answer is that Theravada is one of the sects belonging to Hinayana
Buddhism. Or a shorter explanation in mathematical terms: “Theravada is

a subset of Hinayana.”
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“Ordination lineages pertain to the specific tradition of monastic rule
(vinaya) that an individual monk follows; they do not pertain to whether his
goal is to become an arhat or to become a buddha. Continuing in this vein,
one might point out that the Buddhist tradition itself speaks of the ancient
ordination lineages in terms of eighteen ‘schools’ (nikaya); only three of
these, however survive — the Theravadins in Sri Lanka and South East Asia,
the Dharmaguptakas in East Asia, and the Milasarvastivadins in Tibet and

Mongolia’
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tafi ca pakkham labhitvana attha thera mahiddhika, dasa vatthiini
bhinditva pape niddhamayimsu te. 1261 niddhametva papabhikkht
madditva vadapapakam, sakavadasodhanatthaya attha thera
mahiddhika. 1271 arahantanam sattasatam uccinitvana bhikkhavo,

varam varam gahetvana akamsu dhammasamgaham. 1281 Kutagarasalay’

(slavena )
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eva Vesaliyam puruttame, atthamasehi nitthasi dutiyo samgaho ayan
ti. 1291 Nikkaddhitva papabhikkhi therehi Vajjiputtaka, anfiam
pakkham labhitvana adhammavadi baha jana. 130l dasa sahassi
samagantva akamsu dhammasamgaham, tasmayam dhammasamgiti
Mahasamgiti vuccati. 1311 Mahasamgitika bhikkht vilomam akamsu
sasanam, bhinditva milasamgaham anfiam akamsu samgaham. 132
affattha samgahitam suttam afifattha akarimsu te, attham dhammaf
ca bhindimsu ye nikayesu pancasu. 1331 pariyayadesitaii capi atho
nippariyayadesitam, nitatthafi ¢’ eva neyyattham ajanitvana
bhikkhavo. 134l anfiam sandhaya bhanitam afinattham thapayimsu te,
byafijanacchayaya te bhikkht bahu attham vinasayum. 1351 chaddetva
ekadesan ca suttam vinayafl ca gambhiram, patirlipam suttavinayam
taii ca anfiam karimsu te. 136l parivaram atthuddharam
abhidhammappakaranam, patisambhidafi ca niddesam ekadesan ca
jatakam, ettakam vissajjetvana afinani akarimsu te. 1371 namam
lingam parikkharam akappakaranani ca, pakatibhavam vijahetva
taii ca afinam akamsu te. I38] pubbamgama bhinnavada

Mahasamgitikaraka, tesafi ca anukarena bhinnavada bahii ahd. 139
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pubbamgama bhinnavada Mahasamgitikaraka, tesafi ca anukarena
bhinnavada baht ahti.l391 tato aparakalamhi tasmim bhedo ajayatha:
Gokulika Ekabyohara duvidha bhijjittha bhikkhavo. 1401 Gokulikanam dve
bheda aparakalamhi jayatha: Bahussutaka ca Pafifatti duvidha bhijjittha
bhikkhavo.l41l Cetiya ca punavadi Mahasamgitibhedaka, pafica vada ime
sabbe Mahasamgitimilaka.l42| attham dhammai ca bhindimsu ekadesai ca
samgaham, ganthifi ca ekadesamhi chaddetva anfiam akamsu te.l43| namam
lingam parikkharam akappakaranani ca, pakatibhavam vijahetva tafi ca afifam
akamsu te.l44l visuddhatheravadamhi puna bhedo ajayatha: Mahimsasaka
Vajjiputtaka duvidha bhijjittha bhikkhavo.l451 Vajjiputtakavadamhi catudha
bhedo ajayatha: Dhammuttarika Bhaddayanika Chandagarika ca Sammiti.
1461 Mahimsasakanam dve bheda aparakalamhi jayatha: Sabbatthavada
Dhammagutta duvidha bhijjittha bhikkhavo.l47] Sabbatthavada Kassapika
Kassapika Samkantika, Suttavada tato anfia anupubbena bhijjatha. 48] ime
ekadasa vada pabhinna theravadato, attham dhamman ca bhindimsu
ekadesafi ca samgaham, ganthifi ca ekadesamhi chaddetvana akamsu te.l49l
namam lingam parikkharam akappakaranani ca, pakatibhavam vijahetva ta
ca annam akamsu te.l50l sattarasa bhinnavada eko vado abhinnako,
sabbev’attharasa honti *bhinnavadena te saha.l511 nigrodho va maharukkho
theravadanam uttamo, antinam anadhikan ¢’ eva kevalam jinasasanam,
kantaka viya rukkhamhi nibbatta vadasesaka.l52l pathame vassasate n’atthi,
dutiye vassasatantare, bhinna sattarasa vada uppanna jinasasane.l53l
Hemavatika Rajagirika Siddhattha Pubbaparaselika, aparo Rajagiriko
chattha uppanna aparapara.l54l
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We must not confuse Hinayana with Theravada because the
terms are not synonymous. Theravada Buddhism went to Sri Lanka
during the 3™ Century BC when there was no Mahayana at all.
Hinayana sects developed in India and had an existence independent
from the form of Buddhism existing in Sri Lanka. Today there is no
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