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Abstract:

The Date of Kanishaka Era

by Samawadee CHAROENSRISET

In the year that King Kanishka of the Kushan dynasty ascended his
throne, he established the new Kanishka era and enforced it to be officially
used in his empire for along time. Knowing an accurate date of the Kanishka
era is an important key to arrange and link many events in Indian history,
especially in the early period of Mahayana Buddhism. However, there
is no clear evidence or conclusion to determine the accurate date of this
era. In this article, I have restudied this issue by raising and investigating
additional evidence which is newly discovered e.g. inscriptions, Chinese
history records, and other relevant evidence. According to the investigation
of this evidence, I have reached the conclusion that the year of 134 C.E.

should be the most possible date for the Kanishka era.

fnesonfiwnénmr 98 FITNFITT DTNV IFINIIIHITEATIDEEN)



Unin
319296 Kushan 1nafasun1195auil d1yninuazaenso1onins
AT0UATOIDUA LRI 9N [ UT9eSadEsITIEA 1 - 3 WI2ld Kanishka
& v acf ¢ A Aa X ¢ X o o
Hundesdnsyasdmilifuizomenaee Kushan % wazase ldnsmempaings
v % A | A A 3 ra 0 1
wsznnsenam indusniasyiaies anvadudddmddylunmaneus
wagymaenan lugluuusng o aunan idhmszmsemannamenuldride
. X x
LLazwwmmﬂuqm
dc{ v . g 6 1% o
Tudifingzid1 Kanishka 2405097198 wsgmﬁlwmaﬂisjmﬂﬂﬂmwmw
Toanads “niundnTy Wudenma lvauimIuaTas T standnTyadsiod
ra o EIJ % % 1 [~3 % Q{ =Y (%
wazldsedslisymeldashafhmemslusoninsfiasauasas niendnT
-le [ 72 di dll v A 6 YA 6 o 2 I
uvlwgﬂslsmamamaamel,uaqmamwma@awamwmm Fulaun HAYDY
v A6 . v A6 . v A6 (3
N46158) Vasishka, N¥6158 Huvishka, LagN6TH Vasudeva Lﬂ%ﬂ/\lizad@
govhe GenflundnnaleRugaasluldnmei 98 luSeadurasndesd
Vasudeva nmagnanaslagsimnse Sasan aehalsfimslsifindnginssy
UUFA NN TN IT 0T AIMTIUATITITEVOINTLLAT Kanishka 76159
a A 6 o
Jesadienmzle

mannuiinedenfisndnmanesiulessddnnalaandunyuanen
S fvh mutsnauismaifiawssymaensnamens LagananInTy
NANVDIAGNITUGS ) GLuaqﬂ Kushan &y oL 099N TNWIUNGNFIUTN
nasmde lugeitdogiioauas lifindnguladudussylduida Solisansa
v A (9} if | gj 3 a A 6 o
v e ﬂ%ﬂ:kﬂﬂﬂ’ﬂéﬁugﬂﬂaG]W‘Lﬂ%ﬂﬂ’iﬁ@]ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ@
Tuged a6 1910 - 1960 SunImmsdRuRunaNNITauaziing
A dl (% ap Zj v} n:i!/e/ 1 v 1 v ulz Y~V
aneanenuaynUnadednmzinuasianeen weksnseyiallaqiunds
A Y [ [~ n{ v AJ % dciy Aa [ 2
”meaafgmmmmwwaamu FIOWAVLIUNITINMTNINUTLNFNG ) Iéaue
AN AN NN N AL AT UTELAINNAIEINAD GaLe

FITNFITT 215NV INIIVINIENTIDFNEN) 99  Triesunfiunéne



NOUFSHAFGITIEN 1 D9 NRIRTAAFGITTHN 3 1 Unou a.¢. 58" a.¢. 787
Q.6 115° Q.61 128° @.¢1. 134° @.¢1. 144° uaz @.61. 2787

Tumaauaumensludl a6 1995/6 289 Sims-Williams and Cribbs
A L A & A A A A
AnpaumIsdonnNiaaNUBAMa1ENgA Kushan figewull @6 1993
dl dl 1 (%] a a xR : v K % v
71 Rabatak #sorsanunznssumeawmilan faaanigniuiineaesnes
Greek 1unm Bactria 90AMNABNATIANG 23 UITVO e luUTIaT

12 - 14 Jdamnh

[w3eidh Kanishka ledendalsiaiogdihuiianiade Kujula Kadphises
Ailumia, Wande3s Wima Taktu fiduy, on¥a3d Wima

. 12 1 Y 1 . (% 6
Kadphises {i1iWe uaziionszid) Kanishka fanssosdiod |’

! Fleet (1903); Kennedy (1912)

: Oldenberg (1881); Basham (1957); Eggermont (1968); Mukherjee (2004)

’ Narian (1960)

‘ Konow and Vanwijk (1927); Hadani (1933); Nakamura (1997)

° Harmatta (1994)

° Ghirshman (1943/5); Rowland (1953); Odani (1996)

! Bhandarkar (1902); Zeimal (1974)

[[12] he gave orders to make (them) for these kings: for King Kujula
Kadphises (his) great

[13] grandfather, and for King Vima Taktu, (his) grandfather, and for King
Vima Kadphises

[14] (his) father, and *also for himself, King Kanishka. Then, as the king of
kings, the devaputra] Sims-William and Cribbs (1995/6: 75-142)
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[[1] ... of the great salvation, Kanishka the Kushan, the righteous, the just,
the autocrat, the god

[2] worthy of worship, who has obtained the kingship from Nana and from
all the gods, who has inaugurated the year one

[3] as the gods pleased. And he *issued a Greek *edict (and) then he put it
into Aryan.

[4] In the year one it has been proclaimed unto India, unto the *whole of the
realm of the *kshatriyas, that (as for)

[5] them - both the (city of) . . . and the (city of) Saketa, and the (city of)
Kausambi, and the (city of) Pataliputra, as far as the (city of) Sri-Campa

[6] - whatever rulers and other *important persons (they might have) he had
submitted to (his) will, and he had submitted all

[7] India to (his) will.] Sims-william and Cribbs (1995/6: 75-142)
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