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Uranganidana:
The Lineage of Buddhist Shrines in Far Northeastern Thailand

Chirapat PRAPANDVIDYA

Abstract

The Uranganidana is a text written in northeastern Thai dialect giving
an account of the lineage of Buddhist shrines in the far northeastern region
of Thailand, as well as the region along the east bank of the Mekong River
in Laos.

The main purpose of the Uranganidana is to eulogise Brah Dhatu
Phanom by devising a story that the place was once visited by the Buddha.
Hence its sanctity is established. Concomitant events with the Buddha’s
visit were the coming into existence of the host of other Buddhist shrines.
The text thus serves as the devise to legitimise and sanctify the extant
Buddhist shrines in the far northeastern part of Thailand, as well as those
on the eastern bank of the Mekong river in Laos. This is in line with the
literary tradition which prevails in the Puranas.

The oldest shrines in that area date back to Dvaravati period (cir.6™
to 8 centuries). Thus the date of the text cannot be earlier than the date of
the oldest shrines, and so cannot be dated to the much earlier time of King
Dutthagamani (101-77 B.C.), as claimed by the text itself. As the text is more
or less a version of Brah Urangadhatu it should be composed during the
same period, i.e. during the reign of King Suriyavongsa (1638-1690 A.D.) of
the ancient Lao Kingdom.

Keywords: Uranganidana, Uranngadhatu, Brah Dhatu Phanom.
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ALNIINNNTE NI NIALANANTUAZAAUN LG,

25420 TMUETTNNMUINITNNLUSEIRAEARS lanansaiwazgiynn
AUIAUATNUN. NPUNN 4 ARsENIsuNIstnelszanaenasiay
AANNNRILNER WIATUENITHNNIBIUILNITAATULRRNN TN ITANTE LN
ANLAANITLIANBEA.

25429 AMUBTTNNMUINITNNLUTEIRAENS anansaiwazgiynn
AWUIRANAUAT. NTUNN 4 ARzNIsUNIEelszanalanasiay
AAMHNLILE FUATUEZNITUNIE TUIANITAANTBIRANN TN EITANTZ LN
ANLAANITLANBEA.

25427 AWMUETTNNMUINITNNLUSEIRAERS ananwaiuasnilynn
AAWIAUUBIATL. NTUNN ;. ATNITNNITHEUszNaalanNaITuAY
AANHNLILE FUATUEZNITUNNIE TUIANITAATBIRANN TN EITANTZ LN
ANLAANITLANBEA.

25429 TMUSTTNNMUINITNNUSEIRAERS anansaiuaz)Roynn
AWUINAATEIN. NPUNN 4 AnznIsunsnalszanalenansuay
AANHNLILE FUATUZNITUNNIETUIANITAANTBIRANN TN EITANTZ LN

ANLAANITLIANBEA.

AN Ugenutanen.

1994  @5IAF16). NPV *: FAULAI.
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WIUNNIBILING (119).

2512 @5IAUNIU: FNUIUNTEEIWUN. NTULNNY; NeeEnes.

wiend daune,
2533 Aaid “nautnuia’ AAuIngase1l. nganne:l naelusnam
nuAaLNg

WiAS [RYFUN TN,

2537 @3IAEIA. ANAATIN 3. nganne: nanAaLng.
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Te noienus anaying = G G R B RN AER|
aUilngw g Naan SRR AR
NAUUNOUAT 711 TG T W FR |
2111347 Aqak IR ERAAFTAGT|

(UN@: 9.5.25/20/33"7) (Fisum: Uv 28.26)

BER= adandesu hi dandena
RS yo 'pradustesu dusyate,

Hih = dasanam anyatamam sthanam
SRR ksipram eva nigacchati.

=

(au: T4: 565b°7) (duangm: Uv 28.26)



