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The Relationship between Jataka stories in
Buddhist Scriptures and Those in Sculptures
of Bharhut Stupa

Phramaha Pongsak THaNniYO

Abstract

This paper presents a study on the relationship between
Jataka stories in the Buddhist scriptures and those in the sculp-
tures of Bharhut stupa. A result of this study clearly shows that
many sculptures of Bharhut stupa were built based on |ataka
verses (gatha) in the Pali canon, however, besides the Pali canon,
some sculptures based on Jataka commentaries as well. This
brings us to a conclusion that at least some parts of the |ataka
commentaries had come into existence before sculptures at
Bharhut stupa, approximately 2" century B.C. Referring to sculp-
tures or archeological witnesses of which age is comparatively
reliable is deemed a highly efficient and reliable way to provide
a good hint for determining when Buddhist scriptures were com-

posed.

Keywords: Jataka, Bharhut stupa, Verses, Commentaries,

Sculptures
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1 The Jataka, together with its Commentary, being Tales of the

Anterior Births of Gotama Buddha vol.l-VI . 1877-1896. edited
by V. Fausbdll. London: PTS. (reprint. 1990-1991. Oxford: PTS)

2 Buddhist Birth Stories . 1880. translated from V. Fausboll's edi-
tion of the Pali Text by T. W. Rhys Davids. London: Trubner. (new
andrevised edition by Mrs. Rhys Davids. 1924. London: Rout-
ledge)

3 Mayeda (1964 : 735-740)
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WIAANA 5131%8 2559: 5-10)
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9 Buddhavamsa and Cariyapitaka. 1995. edited by N. A. Jayaw-
ickrama. Oxford: PTS. (first printed. 1974. London: Distributed
by Routledge & Kegan Paul)
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H. Kern. Boston: Published for Harvard University by Ginn.
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12 The Tibetan Tripitaka, Taipei Edition. 1991. 72 vols. edited by A.
W. Barber. Taipei: SMC Publishing.
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University, Kyoto. 1955-61. 168 vols. edited by D. T. Suzuki.
Tokyo-Kyoto: Tibetan Tripitaka Research Institute.
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1. Miga-Jataka (Cunningham 1879: Plate XXV. No.1) | 482. Ruru-Jataka?®

2. Naga-] (ibid. Plate XXV. No.2) 267. Kakkata-]

3. Yavamajhakiya-) (ibid. Plate XXV. No.3) 546. Maha-ummagga-J*’

4 Mugapakaya-] (ibid. Plate XXV. No.4) 538. Mugapakkha-|

5. Latuva-] (ibid. Plate XXVI. No.5) 357. Latukika-]

6. Chadamtiya-] (ibid. Plate XXVI. No.6) 514. Chaddanta-

7. Isisimgiya-] (ibid. Plate XXVI. No.7) 523. Alambusa-J, 526. Nalinika-]

8. Yam bramano avayesi-) (ibid. Plate XXVI. No.8) 62. Andabhuta-)

9. Hamsa-J (ibid. Plate XXVII. No.11,Kala 1951: No.35)| 32. Nacca-|

10. Kinara-J (ibid. Plate XXVII. N0.12) 481.Takkariya-], 504.Bhallatiya-|
11. Isimiga-] (ibid. Plate XLIIl. Fig.2) 12. Nigrodhamiga-|

12. Uda-] (ibid. Plate XLVI. Fig.2) 400. Dabbhapuppha-]

13. Secha-| (ibid. Plate XLVI. Fig.8) 174. Dubhiyamakkata-|

(B1UFAUTN 178)

16 Jm 26 Ruru-)ataka, Cp 2.6 Rururaja-Cariya

i Cp 3.6 Temiya-Cariya
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14. Sujato gahuto-] (ibid. Plate XLVII. Fig.3)

15. Bidala-J, Kukuta-|

(ibid. Plate XLVII. Fig.5, and Plate LIIl. Copyings 6)

16. Maghadeviya-] (ibid. Plate XLVIII. Fig.2)
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Do

25 117. Kassa gamavaram dammi nariyo ca alamkata,
ko me tam migam akkhati migdnam migam uttaman ti.
118. Mayham gamavaram dehi nariyo ca alamkata,
aham te migam akkhissam miganam migam uttaman ti.
119. Etasmim vanasandasmim amba sala ca pupphita
indagopakasafichanna, etth' eso titthati migo ti.
26 120. Dhanum adejjham katvana usum sandhay’ upagami,
migo ca disva rajanam durato ajjhabhasatha:
121. Agamehi mahéaraja, ma me vijjhi rathesabha,
ko nu te idam akkhasi: etth' eso titthati migo ti.
122. Esa papacaro poso samma titthati araka,

so hi me idam akkhasi: etth' eso titthate migo ti.



184 | 5331513 .
MIFEFIBINVINNWIENNSANEUT ausInn 3 T 2559

X A ol
m\mLflum@mmﬂuumummmuLummmmm?m‘m 1

aj' = Qza; ai 1 b% 1
NWTUINIINOTNONHNLBRNNDE AR AL LTLANIZINTINTNNIIL WAL

dl 4 ¥ ragl/d 9/dl o
NEUBEATUTINNISBIAUAR JNUININ
=<

©23°p

W?V?WTW‘VIM?@ AALINTE

NIZAIAN mnﬁuwmmmﬁﬂé’wﬁmmmnwmwwﬂmﬁw%’imm

1
¥

vl dnannnadlluudin?i@aansn (w.123-125)7"

=)

WRN0IN 3 Usngetnsanansaediiunin Inaininaes

nogAaANLaziTng 3 AuNAYLsruNNamlauindsaunuiues

Adl 9/tdld 1Y £ = ndl [ dld % 1
EIN"ﬂ"]ElEWEU@H@WUV‘LAW@]ﬂﬁ\lLﬂ?ﬂ\‘lﬂ?ﬁiﬂlﬁ/}ﬁ?‘]ﬂfﬁLLZ\]Z@?ﬂﬂﬂ@ il

kTl

an 2 Aulud

d” c [ % dl Szdld 1Y
m\‘]uLﬂumamﬁ?mmﬂmqmﬂwmzﬁﬁm (mmmuﬂﬂmu

au

[~3

wiinge) linsuneEessaauduldlumnnimii 2 udaaaadi
NAgunuIA Uy InaNdsyanaglssyeitalinsuaznianang
AN (W.126-133)%

21 123. Saccam kir' evam ahamsu: nara ekacciya idha,
kattham viplavitam seyyo na tv-ev' ekacciyo naro ti.
124. Kin nu rurt garahasi miganam
kim pakkhinam kim pana manusanam,
bhayam hi mam vindati napparipam
sutvana tam manusim bhasamanan.
125. Yam uddharim vahane vuyhamanam
mahodake salile sighasote
tatonidanam bhayam agatam mama.

dukkho have raja asabbhi sangamo ti.

(F9R5TAUARNTN 185)
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28

126.

127.

128.

129.

130.

So 'ham catuppattam idam vihahgamam
tanucchidam hadaye ossajami,

hanami mittaddum akiccakarim

yo tadisam kammakatam na janatiti.
Dhi-r-assa balassa have janinda,

santo vadham na-ppasamsanti jatu,

kamam gharam gacchatu papadhammo,
yafl ¢' assa bhattham tad etassa dehi,

ahafi ca te kamakaro bhavamiti.

Addha rurt afifataro satam so

yo dlibhato manusassa na dubbhi,

kamam gharam gacchatu papadhammo,
yaf ¢' assa bhattham tad etassa dammi,
ahaf ca te kamacaram dadamiti.
Suvijanam sigalanam sakuntanaf ca vassitam,
manussavassitam raja dubbijanataram tato.

Api ce mafifatl poso 'Aatimitto’ ‘'sakha’ ti va

yo pubbe sumano hutva paccha sampajjate diso ti.



186 | B3315191 .
MIANFITINITNNWTEWNEAEUT UTINN 3 T 2559

Iuﬂ@juﬁ' 1 Huenarnnsdineaes Ala.1 finan glatsnng
nawadnfindu 7 VI nnadnfinfitdeaintsuendduaian
A.l.a.2 Naga-| () 267 Kakkata-J), A.l.a.5 Latuva-] () 357 Latuki-
ka-]), A.l.a.12 Uda-] () 400 Dabbhapuppha-)), A.l.a.13 Secha-]
() 174 Dubhiyamakkata-J), A.l.a.16 Maghadeviya-] ()] 9
Makhadeva-]) wavn nadniudlidaaiinuaiduzesages
11AnN B.1.1 (] 206 Kurungamiga-)), B.1.6 () 324 Cammasataka-|),
B.1.7 () 253 Manikantha-)), B.1.11 (] 372 Migapotaka-)) s

NN “A01T1AN” ALNENNAFARNNT9 LY 38937 TUNINAAN T

v
aAad 1

HaNANTUNDNANAUNIIHAL AT WL neaitinadTuEes
Unanatnrgiangeet ludausasnszlnslgnedaniaonuinown

1 v a dl % 49{ dl =
NINNINNINAANTUNYNAF AU UNNSARIIIBN 3 13D 2 ARDITH
AAUATABNNA FITIULH AN BUAUAF NN INAANTUAIRAEIFRIT10

mﬂmmmmﬂLﬂumiﬁmj%ﬂumm%’wq

ANDNTIAN  —> NINARNUULATLSDITIAN

(F9RIIFRANNULIN 185)

131. Samagata janapada negama ca samagata:

miga dhafifani khadanti, tam devo patisedhatd 'ti.
132. Kaémam janapado masi, ratthafl capi vinassatu,

na tv-evaham rurum dubbhe datva abhayadakkhinam.
133. Ma me janapado asi, ratthan capi vinassatu,

na tv-evaham migarajassa varam datva musa bhane ti.
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29 83. Saccam kir' evam ahamsu: nara ekacciya idha,
kattham viplavitam seyyo na tv-ev' ekacciyo naro ti.
30 84. Rajaham issaro tesam yUthassa pariharako
tesam sokaparetanam bhitanam te arindama.
85.  Sa lamghayitva attanam vissatthadhanuno satam
tato aparapadesu dalham baddhalatagunam.
86. Chinnabbham iva vatena nunno rukkham upagamim,

so 'ham appabhavam tattha sakham hatthehi aggahi.

(FNDTI081UFBULN 189)
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87. Tam mam viyayatam santam sakhaya ca lataya ca
samanukkamanta padehi sotthim sakhamiga gata.
88. Tam mam na tapate bandho, vadho me na tapessati,
sukham aharitam tesam yesam rajjam akarayim.
31 89. Esate upama raja atthasandassani kata,
rafifia ratthassa yoggassa balassa nigamassa ca

sabbesam sukham etthabbam khattiyena pajanata ti.
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