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Original of Pali Language

THANAVUDDHO Bhikkkhu
(Phragrupalad Suvatthanabodhigun )

Abstract

Theravada Buddhists traditionally believe that Pali was
the Magadha language which was the language the Buddha
used in teaching. This view Is however controversial for two
reasons. First, the later Magadha language had three distinc-
tive features which are different from Pali. Second, the Asokan
Pillars found in different regions were not inscribed in Pali,
with the exception of one found in Girnar, West India, which

was similar to Pall.

Questions on where Pali originated and why it was the

language of Theravada manuscripts have been raised among
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scholars for over a hundred years. There are various theories
presented; however, two were accepted: first, Pali was the
language of West India (the Magadha region was In East
India). Second, Pali was the Magadha language which was

the language used by Buddha in preaching.

This paperexamines evidence to support and to deny
both theories. In conclusion, 1t is clear Pall was the Magadha
language which was the language used by Buddha in preach-
Ing.

Keywords : Pali lanquage, ASoka, Girnar, sakaya nirut-

tiya, chandaso
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WIzIaalAn

15 ﬁ I ] i e -III llil | 4+
ATWNUNTBAAINEY Girnar NWAUNNIELNAITNNUN 87

16 mmﬁﬂuwmuﬁ'vwmmmmﬁnumm'l.qunﬂ'iﬁﬂw Girnar @31t
mmmmmmuw Mizuno (1955: 21)
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2.3.2 Oldenberg LANA1991 N1 L lUWAAIR FNANLNLHDS
D8 TNUNATBINTZNRUNIDTY HANLANANNANNAHILINAAL

-=ui <, T £t ] A= g =, -:i’ =, ]
F.I’WT'W]Lﬁ‘ﬂ@ﬁﬂﬂiﬂ’ﬂﬂﬁmu’lﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂLuﬂiluluﬂuLLﬂuﬁQuuﬁlﬂﬂﬂumﬂ

We are not yet acquainted, by inscriptions, with
the Ujjenl dialect itself. But we have a safe support in
the inscriptions of Bhilsa, which is identical with Vidisa,
the home of Mahinda's mother. Alively intercourse was
carried on between the town of Vidisa and the not very
distant city of Ujjenl, as we learn from the numerous
Inscriptions found at Vidisa relating to citizens of Ujjenl.
The dialect of the inscriptions of Bhilsa, however, differs
INn too many essential points from the Pali for us to regard
It as In any way likely that the Pall language originated

In this part of India (Oldenberg 1879: |i).

ARLMANFIUANAAIATIN 13ERlRNAFTRd 1IN a8s
=k -=I=i L =, g 3 L. e’
HasgTiinuyiaavatinele wsiisRnanguatugayuain
INENWaRINAAIATTNAINLWEEY Bhilsa TaiAaINad0id
flaq1iu (faqiiu 1 A.A. 2017 (Fundn 3%e) GunRtineas
WITHIANIANNSEHUINgE  ImslAunaelduungiuasing
A o o o =4 i M o v <
AnANTynINNadnnauasiasgaaiteat lilnaiu 1913iFa
& & o e " o & o
URINARIANTNATUIUNINTNY U LUBILTA TILNDIAIN
Auiusinendasiurngaat usatalsiniu nenldludan

28, . 2y s ; . 6"
q17N189 Bhilsa (LAV14) NAMHLANFAINATNAFAANEUURINIEN
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UNANTINYAT8UsNIF A UANNLEIAEAATIA I LN ANILAR/NN

AuLAudullrasgume (Oldenberg 1879: i)

¥ & <A

UANANUY Oldenberg LAT IAAUNIAANARLIARINUTZNGNY

AENLNANUNHA L IWRRNRTNANLA Nasik way Khandagiri
o ninil [ == -2 i i
Lazdauange)NIn LAl U I189LATY Kalinga-

Andhra neauLae s’

s

o = Y I I 4 F-Y = s
wananil Agnandnn luRatasnnauipaazdunn
1 Rupnath waT Bharhut HAMNARIEARIALAIHILNA™ WaAngn
Y 2 o o . 'y = 2 =
ATNAAE AU LN NIN YN 1A NAR 1L ARITRIREIRITNT

Hathigumpha Aa9WAYY Kalinga neaeelsa ™

I
=]

2.3.3 AN M luAaa13ne1aa2 i ld et uaaenun

| TV ﬂlzn

:: -=l! 1=HI .:‘.f 2 |
1 Beluideei] Norman énanalssil

Recent studies of the ASokan inscriptions have
tended to suggest that to a large extent Asoka's scribes

wrote either their own dialect or the dialect which they

e ﬁﬁﬂﬁ“mﬂﬁﬂ Oldenberg(1879 iv) Win T luRaNaTINTiLAdY

faod LLm...ﬂmﬂﬁﬁqnummmﬁ lemﬂ‘ﬂﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬁ (Mizuno 1955:
19) uanaNiy Mayeda LATiudangefan Oldenberg 41 uAdu
Kalinga Wz Andhra 3 Oldenberg ﬂmmﬂummmum’l'nmmmmnu
uAifleRanranann il luaTine laninulufuueauie 2 fudn
LATY Kalinga agflumsznantwnas €9 Andhra atflumsznanim
NINTRT (Maharastr) (A2uaziBuah Mayeda 1964: 30)

(1F90790 ausiavindalal)
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thought was most appropriate to the locality, rather

than the dialect actually spoken there.

It Is clear, therefore, that conclusions based upon
the dialect geography of the ASokan inscriptions must
be scrutinised very carefully, and can be discounted If
they conflict with other findings. (Norman 1980: 69. Cf.
Norman 1994: 153)

(1F98770 ARYINUUITILET)

18

19

20

AILALIALAT Mizuno (1955: 22)
paeinziAtmf Norman (1980:68 )

Hazra (1994: 22) Alanand i mmqmmw'bﬂuﬁmm'mm@ HiALay
mmnummw'l'nﬂm 3alueafiuriy 1

...an inscription found at a particular place need not be
written in local language. We have, for example, inscription in
Aryan language in the heart of the Dravidian country and Persian
inscriptions in India during the Muhammadan period. Moreover,
a century before the date of Kharavela, we have the inscriptions
of ASoka at Dhauli, close to Khandagiri, and here we find a
totally different dialect. As a matter of fact there are plenty of
facts to show that Orissa was not Aryanised in speech at that
early epoch. The language of the ASokan inscriptions in Orissa
was taken there from Magadha by Magadhan officials, soldiers,
priests, merchants and others in the 3rd century B.C.after the
conquest of Kalinga by Asoka and was merely the language of
the conquerors and not the language of the land. The dialect
used by Kharavela again was not a local dialect but would appear
to be the language of the |aina teachers of King Kharavela. This
dialect, it would appear, was taken from Mathura side. It was
an important centre of Jainism about the time of Kharavela.
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v v o pr d a o e %

nsAnEAuATIFasaTnalAnmaia i Juualin
&l T P o 5 v & W<
NLamluINATTNaaInszidnalAnaIuNIn ERimnlalden
Ingldn11209nUUTaN I ANINAAATINHIZANNG A
A VFUN BN UL q mnm'ﬂﬁq:'l.ﬂi’mmﬁw"ﬂﬁ'uﬂ%i@?*q'lu
v u T v i e 3
viaatwdi o wnzaniu ilundeiawdndeagdla ) HandAe
wﬁ"ﬂgm@ﬂnﬁ'ﬂ‘]:rmzma:mmm?nﬂ'[ﬂnﬁLmnﬁiwﬁ'umu'ﬁﬁa
NNORAART avsiasgnamagauntineslneedsie uazliagg
TWandragyuindasqivaddavzaudaiunanisAuny

au % (Norman 1980: 69. Cf. Norman 1994: 153)

::" 24 e I 22 1 ar g
AMNUU Norman 'l,mﬂnmﬂmqqawmmmmu

The Prakrit used at Yerragudi cannot have corre-
sponded to the language of the area, which must have
been then, as now, Dravidian. No Prakrit is likely to have
turned all / sounds into r, as the Sopara version does,
writing even phara and mamgara for phala and mamagala
(Norman 1980: 69 ﬁs‘lﬂ?‘a‘ﬂ'ﬁl 1. Cf. Norman 1994: 153)

mmsznalsngarasainalrny Yerragudi liana
-==i - P ar ==II s = j nilrf ﬂll j ﬂ:
NAzAaAAARNALINEN L3 T UNLA LW Taandzil whitunie
mmqmﬂu 'Luumm'l.umwnﬂﬂmnqmlmwtﬂaﬂutﬁm "
vovue Wy @ s uadnelan® Sopara @eu winseia
AN “BA” 111 “HE” LAY “NNAR” LY “NeAg”
(Norman 1980: 69 93909 1. Cf. Norman 1994 153)
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natalaaasy uadinaTandinunldluaninalandy
Girnar HATNAREARITLINIHILNA LLANLLIUAI T NA T UL ALIAY
=y, ol L 7 o=y, =y, ::ﬂﬂl i % o iy =
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AANAT NN AIAAINALUNANLANANNALATHILIANIN Laznilu
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MEN R AMNARILARITLATHILAE WHAUFZNIaANATLUATL
v ar o =y 4 ﬂi I -ﬂ"l
Anaie LAnAUNadIRnITIYead Norman U1 AN 14 i
AananTnatalildniyeinldaieluiastiuiy « imnaglsdesgian
% = al = al s al
ANTNAREIARIUAINIEN b LA TnalAn? Girnar AUAIHILNR

Tdlandngnunisanuuauinnunadlunimaedunensiuan

1 P R el =
WAaNQMInNu ﬂ?mﬂﬁxﬂuﬂuﬂqﬂgﬂmﬂ’lwﬁumLﬂuﬂﬂiﬂ'wm
F— =l a’ -=II F ' -] ar I I g
AULA LIPS IUBIN ﬂqﬂﬂQ$'ﬂﬁUqﬂﬂ?$Lﬁuﬂqﬂm 2 ﬂﬂ"lﬂlﬂ'ﬂllﬂu

ol 2 1 2/ & ﬂi 74
n. AANAMIWNAULAIIN NANTERNNNENNNELA M
TUNTIHELHNIEWNEANAUIAD NNHNAT IUEATU AU UINAL
& e b =, =5 g : 22
fududnnuaiiumega@uasnciuan wansdwszlastnn
ol v o ol eal " L o @
nasadlluAnAgnulantannwnes detdluasinaiungs

ANladede AN Yamada laduanalisail’

21 yimuzee Lévi ineanuwselnstignunadusnniignudann uazthe
| L X |
Geiger NLanavpnalaLsalmlszidiuill geaaziftnf Geiger (1987:
5-6)
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L

TunnsuilanseassuddannnIALANEN1HIUNA
WINAATTYLILIAENTBNALAZSUNANTIAINHNADNTNEMAan
lifatathafinanse Auazdundnmafininunn J ﬁ’ﬁ'ﬁﬂmﬂg
luarowmane ) wiresgaaluin iasdediainironlan

Iaeivanysairuinfnlsngagiivite (Yamada 1964 46)

s = F-9 =] o =R
1. D1NELIRTI U UBNBUALASIUAN  INTIZIUR LAAY

nanefiunsnselimenselastign nsldmsnadnduwsiznes

= iy o ﬁ 1
Niunnszdunaswselastignatmunaludeden waunatildldls

waznsin e unaduntmiinssldganselastlgniulalsdu

-=|II P 3 o | ::r | -EJ F_ g + P n: |
anmnnaTuludan ity widuanmninazulunaatiueng

% == 9
TANBULAEAIL

Seluidnst] Winternitz lénana15sil

The fact that a Pali Canon was khown in North
India as late as in the 2nd and 3rd centuries A.D., IS
oroved by a quotation (from the Saccasamyutta of the
Samyuttanikaya?) about the "four noble truths” in an
inspiration dating from this period in Sarnath, s.Konow,
Ep. Ind. IX, 1908, 291 ff and Dharmananda Kosambil,
Ind. Ant. 1910,217. In inscriptions from Swat in the
extreme North west of India written at the close of the
first century B.C. or In the first half of the first century

A.D. we find Sanskrit verses which seem to be literal
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translations from the Pali of verses of the Mahapari-
nibbanasutta and the Dhammapada (G.Buhler, Ep.Ind.
V,133ff.) (Winternitz 1983: 14-15)

% -==i [ = as aﬂlll.fu =3
ANANNdn wezlmstlgnuaadadunidnnemaumiie
"~ =l ) = g ﬂil = g o =
YAIAULAL AUTIATAFIARIFI 2 LAY 3 QNAEAUIINAIANEN
[Anfaadaemsiludayaatinia?] Neafu easadad luasny
a’ -=II | [ I g :=i |
Hlunaaiumnala salianges] ludaawaiii MilNaId17un [s.
Konow, Ep. Ind. X, 1908, 291 ff; and Dharmananda Kosam-
bi, Ind. Ant. 1910,217] A79nNN Swat TFRBLNINALTUFN-
- i a o A - | i
IRENINTLAGAY1D9RULAE TGNATTNAUIULNARIITILINNDY
== (- 4 == - ] |
ATARANTIT AUDNATLINTBNFFARARNITIEN 1 (Nal A.A.100
1 - A.A.50) I muAATERuangaRgudauiunisuls

InemeitytusinanAImnHUNa LW A EENNINgAT LA
ANDNGTINUN (G.Blhler, Ep.Ind.IV,133ff.) (Winternitz 1983:
14-15)

UAN|NY Mori laguandlidn ludunuatnieesassaonniaag

Bl

NBAINUME Lm:ﬂimnmmmé’qqmmﬁmﬂ Tanannliatredalau
11 NAUMHENAZIAUNNNNIENAINT WITWNEINHIRNTELALAUNIINN
o i i & . o oY =l

WnaAuEaNa9sng < 29 Wawinte Neesly waziiaannayse
WNAAEF NN LUNTLLO TN IUNALUBI LN LD TITIN LA LA LT eI L5819

& > 1 - e
A3TONNYINARNTULAE NTLNELTIUABNINWTILED FELURNUUZ

-
2 paeaziBaail Mori (1984: 506-507)
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24 T51:931c* (cf. Mori 1984: 507)
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1) luneuna “a” s lulaed Usundsims aneaus Ay
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duannn welunuAsyANaS 1ol “a” THusl “A” (Mizuno 1995 :
24)
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wanFaesemnsedeldlalianma nruAsRRIananais
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27 Mizuno (1955: 3, 9-10, 24-25)
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Of the Eastern inscriptional sites discussed by
Mahendale, only one (the Jogimara cave) shows the
typical Magadht s instead of 5, about half use /instead
of r, and two have the nominative singular in -0

(Norman 1980: 68)

a’ ~£a di I v -=i o n‘ Er =X

WnAMIN15Ta31 Mahendale lannfianiufisfauadansn
:=i| [ Y = o’ [ =] =% | [ =] -=i E
PagunudnALALIUaand NANTnINELULALL (0N
Jogimara) Nwana ALz LU Iaen W NIATA IEdNes “A”
U “A” UTeu LA TN UMINTRIR TN NINNA TTaNHT “a” LN “3”

o=y =2 | -=II“ o art ol G ol

LATHATINABIINT " A TuijAd Ugunadsing ianaaus
avineiaael “-19” (Norman 1980: 68)

o’ I 2/ 74 é..r v o I 4
ANFADENTNAUN LAAQ AL ﬂ"l‘l:l"']NﬂﬁElqﬂW‘J‘EL@’l‘ﬂTﬂﬂ
ﬁﬁﬂi&l’fﬂtﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂg LLﬂSﬂ'ﬂNLLFIﬂEiN""»I’]ﬂﬂ']]:I”]‘UWELﬁNN'm
-||=\II'IIr o é’ o 7 v & W o 2,
11 114NN ATEIAVAN UBANAINU Norman m'lr;ffﬁ"l.umummm%?wm

e lusadlunounAtuNAs Al

The alternation between /and ris very old in the
history of Indo-Aryan, dating right back to the period of
Indo-Iranian, and the language of Madhyadesa showed
an inclination towards the / sound. One example of the
change of -as>-e in external sandhi, in place of the

usual -o, Is found in the Rgveda, and this fact probably
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Indicates that there was at least one dialect of Indo-
Aryan which at the time of the Rgveda had this change
as a characteristic. There is, therefore, no reason to
doubt that long before the time of the Buddha and
Mahavira there could have been a dialect in the Maga-
dha region where the nominative singular of -a stems

was in -e, and/ replaced r (Norman 1980: 70-71)
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nevileluuaTnasitg “a” nnfus uilaed Uguninma
e e

LIANTAKE AAN8A9Y “1” wazldidse “a” unu “s”
(Norman 1980: 70-71)
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8 piuaziBnai Geiger (1987:3); Mizuno (1955 : 25)

20 paaziAtaf Mayeda (1964: 49, 52 1Gieas3ni 12) J; Law (1933: xxiv)
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2) HatNINNAZEANHT “A” LNU “9"
3) laiinn7ld “A” unu “&” (Norman 1980: 67)
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o’ r— ﬂi I t I I
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(Mizuno 1955: 8)

30

Winternitz  lanataa1n1ualiatanazidunisnwmuiniain
NEAMNANIAT LNTIENN AN B NI AT LA AN EN AN M TUZ AN R B LA
189017 lungunUsnganaglussasudandin g

The demonstration by P.V. Bapat {The Indian Historical Quarter-
ly 4, edited by Narendranath Law, Calcutta, 1928, 22 ff.) that
Pali cannot be derived from Ardha-Magadhi, as the last-named
shows a later stage of development of Prakrit than Pali, refers
only to Jaina Ardha-Magadht (Winternitz 1983: 578)
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31 luMizuno (1955: 25)'I.ﬁu.ﬂmmamqmmumﬂmmﬂﬂmm LARIA
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Norman IAtuEUIMIsNHANHIUTA LA BINHNATLSING

TuAunfAmMIRgAMINNINNEATTHE LaAd N FIINTELIUNNTI4R

anenueiiAIasnNAsaananneelnstinn ladugmadluirad

N5zlaalan

32

-l
AataziBeAN Norman (1980: 76)
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We have no direct evidence of the language or
dialect divisions of North India in the sixth and fifth
centuries B.C. and we must do what we can to deduce
this by extrapolating backwards from the situation in
the third century B.C., and seeking corroborative
evidence from other sources. The way In which the
dialects of Middle Indo-Aryan continued to diverge from
the norm of Sanskrit after 250 B.C. suggests that before
250 B.C. the dialects were less divergent from Sanskrit.
We may, therefore, be certain that in the sixth and fifth
centuries B.C. the dialects of Indo-Aryan spoken in North
India were morphologically and phonologically closer
together than the dialects spoken at the time of Asoka,
and, as 1s well known, the latter are in themselves not

very dissimilar (Norman 1980:70)
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Since there were religious texts being preserved
N the Buddha's environment In both prose and verse,
there seems to be no a priorn ground for holding that
Buddhist prose must be older than Buddhist verse or
vice versa. The ability to speak In verse extempore is
not common and there is no reason to suppose that the
Buddha had it; moreover, extended discourse in extem-
pore verse In ancient India was generally In a rather
free metre like the anustubh, not Iin the kind of lyric
metres found in the Sutta-nipata. A text which purports
to reproduce an actual sermon by the Buddha is there-
fore likely to be In prose, and this implies no particular

lapse of time after the event (Gombrich 1990: 8).
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NHUBNRAU (Sakaya hiruttiyae)”

tena kho pana samayena Yamelutekula nama
bhikkhu dve bhatika honti brahmanajatika kalyanavaca
kalyanavakkarana. te yena bhagava ten’ upasamka-
MIimsu, upasamkamitva bhagavantam abhivadetva
ekamantam nisidimsu, ekamantam nisinna kho te bhik-
khu bhagavantam etad avocum : etarahi bhante bhikkhu
nananama nanagotta nanajacca nanakula pabbajita, te

sakaya niruttivaes buddhavacanam dusenti. handa

mayam bhante buddhavacanam chandaso aropema’
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ti....bhikkhu amantesi : na bhikkhave buddhavacanam
chandaso aropetabbam. yo aropeyya apattl dukkatas-

sa. anujanami bhikkhave sakaya niruttivae buddhava-

canam pariyapunitun ti. (Vin Il: 139, I: 1-9; 12-16)
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47 geaasi@nan PTSD: 275
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