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The Date of the Buddha’s Parinirvana

THANAVUDDHO Bhikkkhu
(Phragrupalad Suvatthanabodhigun)

Abstract

When considering the date of the Buddha's Parinirvana,
it Is often useful to start with the date of King ASoka's
coronation. Then, we may add that year to the number of years
between King ASoka's accession and the Buddha's Parinirvana,
which occurred earlierin history. The relationship between the
two dates has already been examined, and will be examined
furtherin the next paper. Therefore, we can start by examining
the date of king Asoka's coronation.

The result of an analysis completed by Nakamura Hajime
affirms 268 B.C. to be the year of King Asoka's ascension to the
throne, a theory that has been widely accepted by Buddhist
scholars. This conclusion is based on Hajime's supposition
that King Candragupta ascended to the throne in 317 B.C,
The total number of reigning years for both King Candragupta

and King Bindusara was then added to the year 317 B.C,
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This information was drawn from the Purana's text, indicating
a total of 49 years (317 B.C. + 49 years = 268 B.C.).

A review of the Purana's text shows that it is highly
Inconsistent and self-contradictory. Therefore, it can be
said that this information is highly unreliable. The results of
Nakamura's theory are based on potentially flawed information.
However, a new perspective can be gained from Asoka's Rock
Edict XlIII, which mentions the names of five Greek Kings and
the years of their respective reigns.

This paper determines the year when King ASoka ascended
to the throne, calculated with reference to three important
points:

1. The reigning years of the five Greek kings whose names
appear in the Asoka's Rock Edict XIII.

2. The year of King Candragupta's accession to the throne.

3. The number of years from King Candragupta's accession,
to that of King Asoka, recorded as 56 years in the chronicle
texts of Ceylon.

Thus, it was concluded that King ASoka ascended to the
throne in 267 B.C. The number of years between King Asoka's
accession to the throne and the Buddha's Parinirvana will be

discussed in the next paper.

Keywords: Buddha's Parinirvana, Candragupta, Asoka,

Nakamura
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AU anLmiiuns s aIang A TNt Aadiaad usa T

Androkottos de meirakion on auton Alexandron
eide, kai legetal pollakis eipein hysteron hon par'ouden
elthe ta pragmata labein Alexandros, misoumenou te
kal kataphronoumenou tou basiledos dia mokhtherian

kal dysgeneian.

Anan1saenge : Androcottus, when he was a
stripling, saw Alexander himself, and we are told that
he often said in later times that Alexander narrowly
missed making himself master of the country, since
its king was hated and despised on account of his
baseness and low birth (Plutarch 1949: 403. Cf.
Nakamura 1997: 597).
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(Namdarajjam samam samenam vibhamjayamo) kaginiu
AulALaaInEFITul neantauadll (Nakamura 1997: 598).
anuwluANNS Mahavamsa-tika(1895: 123, Calombo edition)

4
Y o A

1anann14sail

In one of these villages a woman [by whose hearth
Candragupta had taken refuge] baked a chupatty (a frying-
pan-cake : kapalla puva) and gave it to her child. He,
leaving the edges, ate only the centre, and, throwing
the edges away, asked for another cake. Then she said,
‘This boy's conduct is like Candragupta's attack on the
kingdom." The boy said, ‘Why, Mother, what am | doing,
and what has Candragupta done?’ 'Thou, my dear,’ said
she, ‘throwing away the outside of the cake, eatest
the middle only. So Candragupta, in his ambition to be
a monarch, without beginning from the frontiers, and
taking the towns in order as he passed, has invaded the
heart of the country ... and his army is surrounded and
destroyed. That was his folly (Rhys Davids 1993: 269).
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