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An analysis of ‘Pratityasamutpada’
in the ‘Dedicatory Verses’ in Nagarjuna’s

‘Mulamadhyamakakarika’

Sombat MANGMEESUKSIRI

Abstract

‘Pratityasamutpada’ is the most complicated and
controversial word in the 2 verses of the ‘Dedicatory Verses'
of Nagarjuna's ‘Mulamadhyamakakarika’, since there is no
the affirmative explanation, but only 8 negative words are
there. Itis evident that in all his philosophical works Nagar-
juna reqgularly used the ‘Dialectic' and the 'reductio ad
absurdum' to reduce the reliability of his opponents. Later
Bhaviveka tried to add some affirmative method with the
help of Logical explanation, but he was attacked by
Candrakirti who composed his magnum opus entitled
‘Prasannapada’ to retain Nagarjuna's method of ‘reduction

ad absurdum’.

Keywords: Pratityasamutpadam, Mulamadhyamaka-
karika, Nagarjuna, Bhaviveka, Candrakirti
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A15139% 2 AwdlalAanissany wia ludng (Dedicatory Verse)

1. Mudanmunasngulng
David J. Kalupahana

I salute him, the fully enlightened,
the best of speakers, who preached
the non-ceasing, the non-arising,
the non-annihilation and the non-
permanence, the non-identity and the
non-difference, the non-appearance
and the non-disappearance, the
dependent arising, the appeasement

) s 3
of obsessions and the auspicious.

2. mutlanmaangulne
Kenneth K. Inada

| pay homage to the Fully
Awakened One, the supreme teacher
who has taught the doctrine of
relational origination, the blissful
cessation of all phenomenal thought
construction. (Therein, every event
is ‘marked” by):

- non-origination, non-extinction,

- non-destruction, non-permanent,

- non-identity, non-differentiation,

- non-coming (into being), non-

going (out of being). 4

3. muldammasnguing
Jay L. Garfield

| prostrate to the Perfect Buddha,
the best of teachers, who taught that
whatever is dependently arisen is
Unceasing, unborn, Unannihilated
not permanent, Not coming, not
going, without distinction, without
identity, and free from conceptual

.5
construction.

4. mwdamuinelag
NV ULNAN
daidn vatiandunn wey-
Aunndunnsién filuuenuviang
ﬂﬂm@uwmmﬁmﬁ;@qﬂﬁqqmﬂﬂmw
(msmﬁﬂﬁumxﬁwﬁmﬁ”u) alaisy
Liidn, aagey ind, Tdlduuy
wen Tdldnanauuy, Tadwn Ty,
flanuvsLlsngmentsuas s

3
4
5

Kalupahana (1999: 101).
Inada (1970: 39).
Garfield (1995: 2).
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6 Garfield (1995: xiii).
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9 Bapat (1997: 122).
10 Porter (1996: 9).
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