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The Transmission of the Pali Canon
of Khom Script Manuscripts
Found in Thailand and Cambodia

Suchada SRISETTHAWORAKUL

Abstract

Khom script is a kind script that has been used for
inscribing the Pali canon in palm-leaf manuscripts for centuries,
especially in the Siam kingdom and Khmer kingdom, which are
the origin of Khom or Khmer script. However, it is still unclear
whether the palm-leaf manuscripts of Khom script in Siam and
Cambodia were inherited from the same or different sources.
Some researchers consider that the Pali canon Khom script
manuscripts in Cambodia were inherited from Thailand.
Nevertheless, some researchers have different opinions on this
issue. Therefore it is necessary to study the history of
transmission of the Pali Canon Khom script manuscripts in this
area and to compare the text in manuscripts in detail.

This article describes a history of transmission of the Pali
Canon Khom script manuscripts in Southeast Asia, especially in
the Siam and late Khmer kingdoms.
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Many topics relating to Buddhist transmission and the Pali
canon continuously appear in the chronicles or historical
documents of Siam. On the other hand, in Cambodia, there is
only a small amount of information and most of it is indirect
data.

The increasing evidence and information about the Pali
canon appearing in the chronicles and historical documents
seems to support the theory that the Khom script manuscripts
of the Pali canon in Cambodia have been influenced by those
from Thailand.

Keywords : Transmission, Tipitaka, Pali Canon, Palm-leaf-
Manucript, Khom Script, Thailand, Cambodia
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. The king ordered also to be sent to Ceylon a gold
Image of Buddha, the ‘Karmawakya” (formulas) prescribed
for the fourfold religious acts of priests, written on leaves
made of gold, copies of Pratimokkha, Mahaniddesa, written in

native characters, Pratisambheda and many other doctrinal books
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which were not found in Ceylon, offerings to the sacred foot
print and to the shrines; and also presents and letters to
King Kirtisri...”
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43 dayadsnglufiuiuneann MenssNOuNLITITN NAITICYI
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3. TayAN LT IRAAATIDINTSHNEAIRUILDFIN
wazmsRunanAnAswszlasilgn ludszinaiuym

3.1 W4A19ANT WAzLand1TluynUseiRA1dans 1R
ANUIANTLUNS (vgwﬁﬁmseﬂﬁ 18-20)

TuunmAau Cambodia and Its Neighbors in the 15" Century
189 Michael Vickery ﬂmqmuumﬂmm@mmqﬂmmmmmmm
ﬂN‘W‘ﬁﬂ‘LA‘HNW‘V]ﬁﬂWQﬁHVI 18-20 %mu

" Ifthe 15" century is a difficult period for all of South-
east Asian history, it is very nearly a blank for Cambodia.
There are no inscriptions, and the extant local 'historical’
sources, the chronicles, are fiction until roughly mid-16"
century (we do not even know the title or true dates of
a king), except for one crucial event in mid-15" century,
to be discussed below. Not only are sources very sparse
for Cambodia itself in the 14"-15" centuries, but sources
from neighboring countries are also of little help. Vietnam
was still too far away to be concerned with, or of concern
to, Cambodia; that part of modern Vietnam adjoining
Cambodia and southern Laos was still Champa, which
in the 15" century was preoccupied with relations with
Vietnam, although there is some slight evidence for the
same type of Champa-Cambodian rivalry seen in earlier
and later centuries.
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Ayutthaya, to the West, was certainly in continuous
contact with Cambodia, and this is seen in Ayutthayan
sources, but the references are not straightforward and
require careful analysis and dissection before they can
be used in reconstruction of Cambodian history. Because
of the dearth of Cambodian sources, the history of the
polity for the 15" century, and indeed from the early 13"
to early 16" century depends entirely - even for such
details as titles and names of kings and their approximate
dates - on what may be gleaned from foreign documents,
preeminently Chinese, concerning Cambodia itself and
its close neighbors, especially those which now make up
Thailand..."*
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nanaiagaziBunTeennanens g
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Vickery (2006: 1)
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Twanans A Record of Cambodia: The Land and Its People
by Zhou Daguan VlaﬂuuWﬂmemu Zhou Daguan VlL‘?J’]N’]’ﬂ”]ﬂ‘EI
atiluwanslugoad w.A 1839-1840 Tngl Zhou Daguan 1e3une i
nafgainsraiinmmuasAnATluaulEs

"Zhugu shave their heads and dress in yellow. They
leave their right shoulder uncovered, and otherwise wrap
themselves in a robe made of yellow cloth and go barefoot.

..They chant a very large number of scriptures, which are
all written on piles of plamyra leaves put together in an
extremely orderly way."*

“lrag InuAsee yavinddedmiany neiila[vanivaiu
U7 BASHUAIAIEAITTNAILENRVADS 1A NLAT ... Wan

45 Zhou and Peter (2007: 52-53)
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Am3 Stuart-Fox 1@ 1iaaiu T seiauiian

“... Fa Ngum is also credited with introducing
Buddhism into Laos, though this is manifestly incorrect.
Discoveries at Luang Phrabang make it certain that
Buddhism was known well before the time of Fa Ngum..."*

“... NI [aFunasengaadnihugimssynsaann
w1gaa edeyasinaradudoyaniniiuldanainegng

46 Chandler (2008: 84)
47 Reid (2015: 99)
48 Stuart-Fox (2014: 10)
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