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Prospects of the Theory of the Origins
of Mahayana Buddhism (1)

Sasaxi Shizuka

Abstract

In this article, the author presents an approach to be
adopted by researchers when exploring the origins of Mahayana
Buddhism. The approach can be posited when considering the
relationship between the Mahayana and the Hinayana for two
possibilities. One possibility is that the Hinayana represents the
source from which the Mahayana was born; the other
possibility, in contrast, is that the Mahayana had its origins
somewhere completely unrelated to the Hinayana.

In recent years, the trends concerning the origins of the
Mahayana seem to seek within the world of Hinayana Buddhism.
However, in spite of many years of research, Mahayana
Buddhism does not stem from a single origin. This shows that
the Mahayana movement did not originate from a single source
but manifested as a kind of social phenomenon that appeared
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simultaneously in different places.

The result of the study shows that by using materials not
directly related to Mahayana, such as the Asokan edicts, the
Vinaya, and the Abhidharma, the author has succeeded in
clarifying to a certain extent the state of Buddhism
immediately before the establishment of Mahayana, which
became a cause of the emergence of Mahayana. The author
clarifies Mahayana's emergence by explaining the change in the
definition of sanghabheda. As a result of this change, Buddhism
turned into a religion that sanctioned any doctrine as long as
people participated in the same group rituals. Then, the world
of Buddhism as a whole came to recognize the coexistence of
diverse and innovative doctrines. Consequently, it becomes
possible to explain satisfactorily the phenomenon of the
simultaneous emergence in different places of variegated
Mahayana thought from within Hinayana Buddhism.

Keywords : prospects, origins, Mahayana, Hinayana,
sanghabheda
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