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A Comparative Study of Palm-leaf Manuscripts
of the Pali Canon for Analysis of Variant
Readings: A Case Study from

the Subhasutta of the Dighanikaya

Bunchird CHAOWARITHREONGLITH

Abstract

The present paper is intended to clarify a general
background regarding an editorial approach of four
editions of the Pali canon which are deemed authoritative
references, namely the Thai Syamarattha edition, the Burmese
Chatthasangiti edition, the Sinhalese Buddhajayanti edition, and
the European Pali Text Society edition. It is also to show a result
of a comparative study of palm-leaf manuscripts of the Pali
canon from five traditions, namely Sinhalese, Burmese, Mon,
Khom and Tham script traditions, in order to help to determine
problems of variant readings found in the Pali canon.
The Subhasutta of the Dighanikaya will be raised as a case study
of this academic attempt of editing the Pali canon.

When comparing text from the aforementioned four
printed editions, it will reveal inconsistencies will be revealed
among the editions, in other words, an occurrence of variant
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readings. Thus an inevitable question is to be asked: the text of

which edition is more original? The academic means used to

pursue this answer is the textual criticism, which is a process

involving first collecting the oldest extant manuscripts of all

traditions, then collating text of each acquired manuscripts,

studying and researching relevant evidence such as

commentaries, sub-commentaries etc., and finally determining

a proper reading as closest to the original text as possible.

The study results show the remarkable accuracy of the

textual transmission of the Pali canon. In the Subhasutta, only

six percent of the text have variant readings and none of them

make significant changes to a meaning of the text. Moreover,

those variants also provide interesting reflections on the

development of Pali language, the nature of the Pali canon'’s

transmission, and history of Buddhism in Southeast Asia.

Keywords : Pali canon, Textual criticism, Palm-leaf manuscript,

Dighanikaya, Subhasutta, Variant readings
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been prepared by the scholars whose names appear on the
title-pages of the several volumes. It appears that the learned
editors did not feel themselves at liberty to prepare what we should
call a critical edition ofthe Tipitaka; they restricted themselves,
very naturally and intelligibly, to restoring the national redaction,
and to removing the errors which had marred the work of the last
century. From the European point of view this self-imposed
restriction is one of the most valuable features of this most
valuable edition. In the present Siamese redaction, we have
no eclectic text pieced together from the divergent recensions
of Siam, Burma, and Ceylon; on the contrary, we have a purely
Siamese text, embodying to a very high pitch of accuracy
the ancient traditions of Siamese scholarship.”
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anktsea

B ANNTlUANUANEINHN (Burmese script manuscript)

Be wizlmstpnuazessonnidnwenadi adudngdsan
(Burmese edition - Chatthasangiti)

C ANNTIUANUENEIRIUA (Sinhalese script manuscript)

Ce wiglmstnndnwedana atunnsadun (Sinhalese
edition - Buddhajanti editon) 48 8330N018N&589114
a1]u Simon Hewavitarne Beduest

DN Paiinne (Dighanikaya)

Ee werlmslgnuaressannidnmslsdu aduaniax
unaLnani (PTS) vsalEandnatiug sl (European edition)

K ANASIUATUENEIaK (Khom script manuscript)
ANAFlUA1LEN®T83IN (Tham script manuscript)

Se wezlnstlgnuazessonniaiuasniy (Siam edition -
Syamarattha edition)

Sv 419ARNANAN (Sumangalavilasini) - 8930NINAMIL
ANNSNaTNe

Uﬁ‘ﬁ‘m'néﬂﬁ'ﬂ

ﬂ‘é‘NW’j‘gﬂo’WN?’]‘ﬂqléﬂ’]W.

2459

FUIUNBNTEANA VENTENULNLTETTN UDITTY0U
NANNERIAUAIAYE LAUNBANARIUTUNTEUAS.
NPUNN: Tanauinesmannns.
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