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Milindapanha: the Mystery of
its origin and development

Naowarat PANWILAI

Abstract

The Milindapariha is a collection of questions and answers
about the critical Buddhist problems. The Milindapariha's origin
and author has remained a mystery. The objective of this study
is to investigate the background of this scripture.

The study indicates that the writing of the Milindapariha
occurred in two historical periods. The earlier part (chapters
1-3) consists of two main ideas. The first of these is believed to
have been originally a Greek concept, composed in the Greek
language, while the latter is suggested to be doctrines from
Indian culture written in a dialect such as Prakrit or Sanskrit in
the northwestern area of India. It is assumed that the form and
structure of the scripture looks like ancient Indian rituals because
of a mixing of ancient Indian and Greek culture in the Hellenistic

period. This constitutes what is termed Greco-Buddhism,
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which means the amalgamated culture of Hellenistic Greece
and Buddhism. The latter part of the Milindapariha (chapters
4-7) however, especially the fourth chapter, is likely to have

been written later in Sri Lanka, a base of Theravada Buddhism.

Keywords : Origin of Milindapafha, Hellenistic period
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