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Prospects of the Study of the Origins
of Mahayana Buddhism (2)

Sasakr Shizuka

Abstract

In this article, the author presents an approach to be
adopted by researchers when exploring the origins of Mahayana
Buddhism. In recent years, the trends concerning the origins
of the Mahayana seem to seek within the world of Hinayana
Buddhism. In spite of many years of research, Mahayana
Buddhism does not appear to converge on a single origin. This
shows that the Mahayana movement did not originate from a
single source but manifested as a kind of social phenomenon
that appeared simultaneously in different places.

The author also demonstrates areas of research pertaining
to stipas, issues surrounding the dwelling places of Mahayana
bodhisattvas, analyses of Mahayana stras, debate about
whether or not Mahayana represents the teachings of the

Buddha, investigations of materials contemporaneous with the
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birth of the Mahayana, elucidation of the Vibhajjavada school
and the original pre-Abhidharma-Mahdvibhasa Sarvastivada
school, and study of the name "Mahayana” These areas of
research can hold promise for exploring the origins of the

Mahayana in the future.

Keywords : prospects, origins, Mahayana, stipa, bodhisattva
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