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Schopenhauer: a critique of
arguments against pessimism

Rungnipa Liang

Abstract

This article is intended to challenge certain arguments
accusing the German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer of
having an overly “pessimist” perspective or holding that he
possessed an extremely pessimistic character that may cause
more disadvantages than advantages to those who study his
philosophy.

The presentation is structured into three parts. The first
part describes the meaning of life from the perspective of
Schopenhauer. The second part presents the arguments to
dispute and support the view of pessimism. Finally, the author
suggests the possibility of compromise by acknowledging some
of the strengths of viewing the world realistically, which requires

a pessimistic critique of life centered on turbocharged desire.

Keywords : Buddhism, Pessimism, Arthur Schopenhauer
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“ Arthur Schopenhaue ﬁ%ﬁmgﬂwﬁw p.A. 1788-1860 1nilFmnyn
gitesiuAaile 22 NNANWUS A.A. 1788 - 21 fee 1860.

® Philip Stokes, Philosophy The Great Thinkers (China: Arcturus
Publishing Ltd., 2008), 247.
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® Christoph Delius, Matthias Gatzemeier, Deniz Sertcan and
Kathleen Winscher, The Story of Philosophy From Antiquity to The Present
(China: h.fullmann, 2014), 88.

" Arthur Schopenhauer, The World as Will and Idea, Vol. 1., trans.
R.B. Haldane and J. Kemp (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd., 1964),
2-3.
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® Ibid., 128-130.
®Varakamin S., “Human cell & Stem cell” J. Bureau of Alternative

Medicine, 5(2), (2012): 5-16.
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' Arthur Schopenhauer, The World as Will and Idea, Vol. 1., trans.
R.B. Haldane and J. Kemp, 252.



TniluanaeesadnnfuuiAnuuuy s 87
Schopenhauer: a critique of arguments against pessimism

ma@mﬂmfmmmmﬁ@ﬂxﬁﬁ@ﬂm%’ﬂﬁuﬁqLﬂwﬁﬂwﬁmmqﬁ'
trhuseesliinaue 1 dhidasunnamifsannarudasnisls
farnadn ... ieddllegnne e ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁuﬁﬂwmzﬁwwﬂ’
”ﬂmﬁmﬂmmwm@LLa”ﬂmﬁmnwmj‘ %q%ﬁﬁudmm’u’é@
4UMARAAUNSALYNTag Tl AT e
dadAtyaasnisuaslanuazdiniuueiisas oluaiqeas
VLo%’?'EQJJSLﬁ’Lﬁummuvzﬁﬂﬁmmqﬁaym?ﬁﬁ@u@ﬂﬁ@ 897UTNAUBIANN
Lﬁuuuwmmmmmm Lﬂummﬂmuwmmmqm@ﬂmm
Tumwan wanseaniduanaAngeufiFandn Avugy uazay

9/

Fanldgeuizandiaaumnd LL@xmmgmmumwwmumﬁmEfu
oaamil lluanowaslinaneudiiiuin augedatuniagi
Rnanaunalasiadslagdeniiniis iuieaninsniegetnedonsg
QI dl 1= Aa dl v ng o o d’l
uReanlddease aAcugangnafeluainussduaasananuall
AzNAINNUIIIDUNLALANNFARINTN LRI UALRYW AIAIININ
“ L NATNYee A TU T AR s LN S LARYINANNLAZ AN NT
Arxga Ivsindud N s wee garinaudasiuiniainnig
dl Dd‘ Yo = 1 1 ZJ/ 512
wWapuasnlane e lasy AaLATed LAZNNIARUYINT |
WeaugaluiesnIaeNifintularegat9dansa uyeduA
mwmmLW@ELuwmummﬂmmmLL@vmquwﬂwmmmm
mmauj Saeldud Ism,ﬂul,mL@mm\mwum@mmmmﬂﬂmm
pugatmisienld tlnluaeaslaandaatiiaTaunay i

Tulsziiunlddn wdusipunetludianganasg iy “Utopia"

"bid., 254.

" Ibid., 411-412.

’ @a‘wmﬁﬂmﬁlmﬁﬂu e tssia e, glnide, ulalag axiid
FUNTNA (NFINNNMUAT: F1INANWANNR, 2551).
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'* Arthur Schopenhauer, Essays and Aphorisms, trans. R.J. Holling-

dale (Great Britain: Hazell Watson & Viney Ltd., 1970), 43.
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'® Arthur Schopenhauer, The World as Will and Idea, Vol. 1., trans.
R.B. Haldane and J. Kemp, 3.
"® Ibid., 402.
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