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Venerable Mahakaccayana

in Various Documents, Part I:
A viewpoint that he is the same
person asVenerable Nalaka

Chakhrit LAEMMUANG

Abstract

In Theravada scriptures, it is clear that Venerable Maha-
kaccayana and Venerable Nalaka are two different disciples of
the Buddha. But some documents on Buddhism ascribe these
two names to a single individual. This article intends to inspect
information relating to the use of the two names in various
versions of Buddhist texts. There are three aims of this study:

(1) Tointroduce an overview of the biographies of Venerable
Mahakaccayana and Venerable Nalaka in scriptures of Theravada,
Mahasanghika, Lokottaravada, Dharmagupta, Mahiéasaka, and
(Mala)Sarvastivada.

(2) To present the issue of some later documents, that,
based on information from scriptures, appear to consider these

two monks as the same person.
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(3) To comparatively study an overview of the biographies
of both monks in Theravada scriptures and others in order to
define the underlying cause of the view that these two names
belong to the same person, and in order to present aspects from
a parallel study that provide more understanding of some points
in stories of the Buddha’s disciples.

Upon studying the various documents, it can be concluded
that the two names do not refer to same person. It was found
that, at most, the content in the Vinayaksudrakavastu of Mala-
sarvastivada (Genben shuoyigieyoubu pinaiye zashi) and the
Buddhacaritasamgraha (Fobenxingji jing) would be quite sufficient
to give rise to an understanding that these two disciples are the
same person.

In summary, information about Mahakaccayana from his

birth until his ordination is not contained in non-Theravada
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scriptures. Also, clear information about the death (Parinir-
vana) of Venerable Nalaka is similarly absent in non-Theravada
scriptures. Furthermore, some identifying information about
these two monks is the same, such as the family name Kac-
cayana (Katyayana). When a reader doesn’t rely on complete
information including Pali Canon and its Commentaries, it would
be easy for them to assume that these two monks are the same
person. Some books written in English and Chinese also present
this apprehension.

Aside from the study of the Mahakaccayana identity issue,
the study of parallel scriptures in this article is also beneficial, to
better understand several points in the stories of the Buddha’s

disciples.

Keywords : Biography, Great Disciples, Special qualification,
Kaccayana/Katyayana, Nalaka/Nalada
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®" Nalinaksha Dutt, Early Monastic Buddhism Vol.1 (Culcutta: Cul-
cutta Oriental Press Ltd., 1941), 112, 193-194. ; Nalinaksha Dutt, Early
History of the Spread of Buddhism and the Buddhist Schools (New Delhi:
Rajesh Publications, 1980), 39, 102.

% Kanai Lal Hazra, History of Theravada Buddhism in South-East
Asia (New Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd., 1982), 17, 25.
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European edition (ANATLNAE N384 AUTUANIANLNG-
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Jataka-atthakatha (Commentary on the Jataka
ATTONNTIAN)

Lalitavistara. 1902. Edited by S. Lefmann. Halle: Verlag
der Buchhandlung des Waisenhauses.
Majjhimanikaya (Namisinng)

Manorathapdrant = Anguttaranikaya-atthakatha
(Commentary on the Anguttaranikdya
arronodannmstinig Tealusnyrdl)

The Mahavastu: A New Edition Vol. II, Ill. 2019-2020.
Edited by Katarzyna Marciniak. Tokyo: International
Research Institute for Advanced Buddhology, Soka

University.
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_____. Anguttara-nikaya Part lll. Edited by E. Hardy. London:
Pali Text Society, 1976.

. Apadadna Voll, II. Edited by Mary E. Lilley. Oxford: Pali
Text Society, 2000.
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