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Inscription on Buddhapada from Andhra
Pradesh: Evidence of Vibhajjavada Sect
of Buddhism

U-tain WONGSATHIT

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to use epigraphical theory to
examine an inscription on Buddhapada from Andhra Pradesh,
India, dated to the third century AD. The study examines the
inscription in five contexts: script, language, shape, location and
content.

The analysis reveals that the inscription was engraved in
the Visnukundina dynasty’s Southern Brahmr script in the Prakrit
language, which is very similar to Pali. The inscription is on a
stone in the shape of Buddhapada or Buddha’s footprint, that
was discovered at the Mahavihara or Great temple in Nagara-
junakonda. The inscription’s content reflects the existence of
the Vibhajjavada sect of Buddhism, which later evolved into the

Theravada sect. It also illustrates the sect’s relationship with the
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Mahavihara School in Sri Lanka. Additionally, the content demon-
strates the historical connection with Buddhist missionaries sent
by king Ashoka. Through the pair of Buddhapada and Amaravati
motifs discovered in Prachinburi, this discovery demonstrates
the presence of Buddhism in Thailand, since according to a 14"
century inscription, Amaravati was still a place of pilgrimage for
Buddhist monks from Thailand during the Sukhothai period.

Keywords: Inscription on Buddhapada, Andhra Pradesh,
Vibhajjavada, Theravada, Buddhism
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#i37: Vincent Tournier, “A Tide of Merit: Royal Donors, Tamraparniya
Monks, and the Buddha’s Awakening in 5" 6" Century Andhradesa,”
Indo-Iranian Journal, 61, (2018): 50.
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fian: J. Elsner, “Buddhapada: The Enlightened Being and the Limits of
Representation at Amaravatr,” Imagining the Divine: Exploring Art in
Religions of Late Antiquity across Eurasia, ed. R. Wood (London: British

Museum, 2021), 95-111, (with response by Alice Casalini at p.100).
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