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Abstract

The event of the Fourfold Assembly, which originated from
the Majjhima Nikaya Dighanakha-Sutta Atthakatha, contains similar
information in the Mahapadana-Sutta Atthakatha and can be linked
back to events in the Tipitaka Canon, namely the Mahapadana-Sutta,
which can be used to infer the event of the fourfold convention.

The objective of this research article is to study the Fourfold
Assembly Event (Caturanga Sannipata) in a more concrete manner
by employing document research. This study involves a comparative

analysis of the Theravada Buddhist scriptures, including related
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sutras and cultural information, to verify the occurrence of the Fourfold
Assembly, which is a significant component of the Magha Paja Day,
during the time of the Buddha.

The research found that: (1) It is likely that the event occurred
on the 15th night, as it is a religious custom for the Sangha to come
together to perform religious ceremonies when there are suitable
conditions, such as a full moon, which predates the rise of Buddhism.
Although the evidence from the scriptures is not clear, key words
related to the weather, such as winter, snowfall, and heavy rain, can
be used to infer that the event, in which the Buddha stayed with
the Jatila, could have occurred between the 12th to the 1st month
according to the lunar calendar, providing enough time to enter the
Rajagrha city, meet with the chief disciples and attendants, and
proceed to the fourfold convention in the 3rd month. (2) The monks
who gathered on this occasion did not make any prior arrangements to
meet because it was their usual practice to do so. This aligns with the
religious customs where monks of all religions use the lunar calendar
to congregate on the full moon day. The lack of prior arrangement was
due to the monks’ responsibility to adhere to the tradition of gathering
to perform their religious duties. (3) The monks who attended were
the Arhats with the sixfold supreme knowledge (jhala-abhififia). Even
though the Mahapadana Sutta specifies that they were just Khinasava
monks, their characteristics indicated that they were those who had
achieved the deliverance (8 Vimokkha), making them able to enter the
state of insight meditation (jhana). They were able to enter the supreme

knowledge, consistent with the training standards of the monks in the
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Samannaphala Sutta that the Buddha had set for his descendants,
who would have to attain the eighth level of knowledge, one of which
includes the characteristics of the sixfold supreme knowledge. (4)
The ordination ceremony of the monks was attended by 1,250 monks,
including the 1,000 former Jatila and the 250 chief monks and atten-

dants, all of whom were ordained by the Buddha himself.

Keywords: Caturanga Sannipata, Fourfold Assembly Event,
Theravada Buddhist Scripts, Magha-Puja
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'® T.W. Rhys Davids and William Stede, The Pali Text Society’s Pali-English
Dictionary, s.v. “hemanta.”: destined for the winter, wintry, icy cold

© 4.9.0. 44/162 (Ineam9) 1lesanmidadedin umeniawls Hiftes
anesludAufsessana Jweldarunineanduasossanaiyadunansunly
B3ULAIN umenIakuly

7.4, 4/25/28-29; 7.9. 7/338/155; 7.4 10/31/24; w.4. 13/281/274
(U1A.a19)



sndutiug 2): Insgimansalagseduivialududsnsenmsmauniasm 55
Caturanga Sannipata (2): An Analysis of the Fourfold Assembly Event in Theravada Buddhist Scripts

wszAnyiiiloTutiamsswisuLar s TuInawds?’ gguuazsanfuled
4 \wauwed Jwileyuuladn gauunided 4 Weuuiu donades
futiveseisnunssan fvisqgnifinganeg 4 oy sevinefuusu 1 M
Ao 12 Befuiu 15 én iou 47
uimnassieazidenlulutisggruniiifugan deddszuu 6 qg
dhsnfiansandan ddusfsnnssanlduansyiinvasnguunly 2 Ussiam
A8 iuun Aragluseninaiuusy 1 A1 Ao 12 SeTudu 15 A1 ieud
(o 2) wagdnwilsegna Ao 445 Wulmeggvum ogluseyinaus 1 M
Foud fetudu 15 A e 42 mnifleuduufiuaSeafosstagtuas

(%

~ L vo &
aunsaisuriafoulaned

o -a
AU (AURANNI) dd3 (Uanegewuna)
L3y 1 A B - U1 15 AN
Wiou 12 Aoy 4
12 1 2 3 4
L f J L v /| ; J\ : !
1 1hou 2 Aoy 3 flou 4 \Awu
NATINTLU SR UNIIAL UG fiuAu

NN 2 NSUUANY WNue Lag 33 autly 6 geuesRufseisIuITIan

' J. 4/183-184/291-293 (lne.193)

? wszuyaudeag ¥iile, “AuASefsIwIsIaN,” mahapali.com, dudwiile
12 5UIAN 2566, https://www.mahapali.com/files/download/fafb46d52ebdf-
130a511a45946498eal.pdf. (Toyasguthil 117-118)

® ffeariu.



83745191 ’J"IiaT'E?J‘UTHTEMN‘V\I?%W‘WSFHHNT

9 U7t 10 atuit 2 @usandl 19) w.e. 2567

(1) Auzuazsuianlugguun

aranduldlfuesnmsilusnlurasgguuniiffugantu andoya
¥99 Swathi Chatrapathy 7il#dun1wal Dr. Akshay Deoras ungntey-
e Jagiuduinideaatuine mansusseinAuisIdnaza1vn
271Ny UNINY1AY Reading @519815U1903 (the National Centre
for Atmospheric Science & Dept. of Meteorology, University of Reading,
UK) na@1 Nuﬁmﬂiqumﬂu@wﬁaL“ﬁlummLLUiUiauﬁuaqamwmmﬁ
filfuidaanuenaslyuieu (Tropics) Megeseunsiamne fisden
sagmsuaaloy uasneiam Wewinuinaduindeueuneeinie
#1 (Low Pressure) Ssvilsimanudulunaiinarnudude dewavil
Naweuneausasinuswinsanludune sililunewmiieveduiie
wu 1iiosduy (Jammu) uazuewiiles (Kashmin) tu Uszausueniumu,
rounaznszelusBuisnoumilouasuinmumeseu uenaind Tuau
U84 Hatwar Yadav WagRng 31nnsuantiesinedudelvideyadin Ay
wUsUTILMeMIFRINAY Tusn® (Western Disturbance: WD) aAnty
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* Swathi Chatrapathy, “What Brings Snowfall to India - A Quick Under-
standing with an Expert,” Indiahikes, 5 February 2021, https://indiahikes.com/
blog/snowfall-winter-2018-himalayan-treks#gref.

* Tuumunsugnfieninen atuussyvu wladn31 Disturbance 131 “n1s
wUsusw” Gemnsgdesfingresuiei miLLUiUmuﬁﬁﬂﬁLﬁmwwquasﬁmmﬂwﬁfﬂ
(Audgnienineinaliilmeiuson, “Unynsugndeninet aduuszvivy,”
songkhla.tmd.go.th, ﬁuﬁmﬁa 8 JunAY 2567, http://www.songkhla.tmd.go.th/
attachment/images/Patanukom.pdf).

*® H.R. Hatwar, B.P. Yadav and Y.V. Rama Rao, “Predication of western

disturbances and associated weather over Western Himalayas,” Current
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Science, Vol. 88, no. 6, (March 2005): 913.

7 9. 25/9/182 (Ine.3a3)

*® Tomaka Mushiga, “Origin and Development of “the Head of Gaya,”
Journal of Indian and Buddhist Studies, Vol. 69, no. 3, (March 2021); 992.
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% T.W. Rhys Davids and William Stede, The Pali Text Society’s Pali-English
Dictionary, s.v. “Anamanta.”: without asking or being asked; unasked, unper-
mitted, uninvited
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