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Huayanjing jinshizizhang: A Philosophical
Translation in Thai and New Approach

to Understanding Avatamsaka (2)

Nipon SASIPANUDEJ

Abstract

This second part of the research firstly aims to expound Huayan
theory in Huayanjing jinshizizhang by translating and annotating the relevant
Mahayana scriptures for all-inclusive understanding. Secondly, the aim is to
illustrate diagrammatically the evolution of “pratitya-samutpada” theorized
by Fazang (% # 643-712), the third patriarch of the Avatamsaka School, as
follows: (a) “pratitya-samutpada” (4%i#2) (b) “karma pratitya-samutpada” (
R##2) (c) “alaya pratitya-samutpada” (F7# B4 #2) (d) “tathata” (E4r) or
“tathagata-garbha pratitya-samutpada” (4 3 & ##2) and (e) “dharma-dhatu
pratitya-samutpada” (= - ##2). The development of “pratitya-samutpada” is
also relevant to the “Five Teachings” (f#k) systemized successively by
Fazang, namely, (a) the “Ignorant-in-dharma Doctrine of the Voice-Hearers”
(B2 #%) (b) the “Elementary Doctrine of the Great Vehicle” (k 4 #)
(c) the “Final Doctrine of the Great Vehicle” (A & 4#) (d) the “Sudden
Enlightenment Doctrine of the Great Vehicle” (X F## #) and (e) the “Perfect
Doctrine of the One Vehicle” (— & [E #) as the highest point of Buddhism

represented by Avatamsaka School.
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In “dharma-dhatu pratitya-samutpada” the characteristics of the
lion are “unreal” (%) and “real” (47) in the same time and space. If the
“characteristics” (of the lion) are non-existent (:+#), the “gold essence”
is not non-existent (+4&) or “always remains” (% 1) as the “emptiness
of form” (& =). Even so, the “unreal” has no “self-nature” (& 48) for
it depends on the “real” to manifest. Thus, there is no “svabhava-stnyata”
(# M=) as Hinayana claims. When the “unreal” in Avatamsaka’s term
“unobstructs” (F &) the “real” (£1%), the “emptiness of form” paves a
path to “tri-svabhava” (=), synthesized from Yogacara, as follows:
(a) “parikalpita-svabhava” (# =t fr#£) (b) “paratantra-svabhava”
(2 H) (c) “parinispanna-svabhava” ([E & & #), and enhanced to the

“Three Natures One Realm” (= — k).

Keywords: The Flower Ornament Golden Lion Treatise, Avatamsaka,

Dharma-dhatu Pratityasamutpada, Parinispanna-svabhava
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