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An Argument Against William David Ross's
Explanation of the Use of Intuition
in Moral Decision Making

Phramaha Pollawat EKARUNRUNGRIT

and Wilaiporn SUCHARITTHAMMAKUL

Abstract

This article aims to examine W. D. Ross's epistemological
framework for ethical intuitionism as presented in his work The Right
and The Good, focusing on the role of intuition in moral judgment.
Employing an analytical approach to Ross's arguments supporting the
establishment of ethical norms through intuition, the study reveals two key
findings. First, Ross's foundational epistemological view, which posits that
moral duties should primarily consider the past and present rather than
extending to the future, presents a potential flaw. This oversight may
lead to incomplete moral reasoning, neglecting the long-term impacts
of actions and duties on others and future generations. Furthermore,
Ross's own pluralistic theory of moral duties inherently involves
future considerations, creating an internal inconsistency given his
rejection of future-oriented outcomes. Second, the study finds that
Ross's assertion of intuition as an inherently correct internal insight
for moral decision-making also exhibits argumentative weaknesses.
Ross's concept of self-evident intuition does not yield the same clarity
or axiomatic truth as mathematical facts or logical inferences due to its

inherent ambiguity and inability to establish definitive moral principles.
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Consequently, these flawed supporting arguments undermine the
validity of his conclusions and diminish the overall credibility of his

reasoning.

Keywords: Intuition, Morality, Epistemology, Decision
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luiitisdlévduenngquisvainfingavediaben win soad Tunu
@ The Right and The Good s@nwilasesiiiunuasnsidnfsninusi
Huate Deseadinashluliludentosssy wiEusuiensinndiansel
wAaUszleviileudanuad (Ideal Utilitarianism) 1899859 10a350 13
(George Edward Moore) Fufluuifniiin dndeniifiauddaluwdves
935553 Ao wadwdudeUsylovifinuan nsnsesidignaeagounolsl
Aemnuanifulsslevilnorugean wagUfiasiosguiion (Hedonism)

' Jonathan Dancy, Ernest Sosa, Matthias Steup, A Companion to
Epistemology, Second Edition (Oxford: Blackwell, 2010), 464.
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* W.D. Ross, The Right and The Good (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1930), 7-11.
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® W.D. Ross, The Right and The Good, 17-18.
“ Ibid., 34-35.
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® H.J. Paton, The Categorical Imperative: A study in Kant’s Moral Philosophy
(London: Hutchinson’s University Library, 1946) 72-73.
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® W.D. Ross, The Right and The Good, 21.
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" Ibid., 12.
® lbid., 19.
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(Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1996), 149.
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Cambridge University Press, 2000), 10-18.
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Cambridge University Press, 1997), 30-40.
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' W.D. Ross, The Right and The Good, 41.
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'® Matthew Pianalto, “W.D. Ross’s Ethics of ‘Prima Facie’ Duties,”
1000wordphilosophy, December 26, 2024, http://1000wordphilosophy.
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Fourteenth Edition (Harlow: Pearson Education Limited, 2014), 351.
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'® Hossein Dabbagh, The Moral Epistemology of Intuitionism Neuroethics
and Seeming States (London: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2023), 109.
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