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Abstract

This academic article aims to critically analyze the conceptual
confusions frequently found in literature bridging Buddhist philosophy with
contemporary science. The study observes that the principle of Idappaccayata
(Specific Conditionality) is often conflated with the Theory of Relativity, leading
to a relativistic interpretation. Such a perspective prematurely concludes that
absolute truth does not exist and that all entities are merely relations within the
process of becoming.

The findings reveal several significant conceptual paradoxes
stemming from category mistakes that conflate epistemological
dimensions with ontological ones. This is compounded by the
influence of the theory’s name coined by Max Planck, which highlighted the
first postulate (variance across reference frames) but subsequently led to
interpretations that neglected the second postulate regarding
invariance—a shift that contradicts Einstein’s original intention to name
it the ‘Theory of Invariants’. Furthermore, a paradox arises from the
amalgamation of the Theory of Relativity, which maintains a realist stance,
with the anti-realist framework of quantum mechanics. When these
misconceptions are linked to Buddhist philosophy and interpreted
through an anti-essentialist lens, it results in a one-sided interpretation of
Buddhist philosophy that acknowledges only the dimension of the
variant while rejecting the invariant. This occurs despite Buddhist philosophy
explicitly delineating both dimensions—Sankhata-dhatu (the conditioned) and
Asankhata-dhatu (the unconditioned)—and further specifying that Asankhata-dhatu
is a necessary condition for the liberation from Sankhata-dhatu.

In addition to identifying the origins of these conceptual
paradoxes, this article presents a novel integration by linking the second
postulate of relativity—the invariance—with the dimension of Asankha-
ta-dhatu, countering previous literature that solely associates Buddhist
philosophy with the first postulate. Concurrently, the author introduces the
preliminary conceptual frameworks of the “Reference Frame of
Becoming” and the “Reference Frame of Being” to demonstrate that the
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perception of the variant fundamentally necessitates a relative reference to the
invariant. Ultimately, this article affirms that both the Theory of
Relativity and Buddhist philosophy incorporate the dimension of invariance
within their respective paradigms, rather than being confined solely to the
dimension of variance.

Keywords: Relativity, Relativism, Category Mistake, Invariance,
Asankhata-dhatu
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