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Abstract

This article explores the significance and development of exegetical works in
Pali literature, which play a primary role in preserving and clarifying the Buddha'’s
words. The study revealed that the style of explanation began within the Tipitaka
itself, such as in the Vibhanga and Niddesa scriptures, before evolving into more
systematic and clearly structured literary forms during the Commentarial (Atthakatha)
era, influenced by the methods of the Nettipakarana. Exegetical works can be
broadly divided into two groups: those within the Tipitaka lineage (Atthakatha,
Tika) and those outside the Tipitaka lineage (Pakaranavisesa). These literary works
possess a significant structure consisting of uddesa (brief statement) and niddesa
(detailed explanation), along with four main components: Gantharambhakatha
(prologue), Nidana (origin/background), Vannana (description/commentary), and
Nigamanakatha (epilogue). Exegetical works are of paramount importance in
three main aspects: 1. Clarifying Dhamma content through term definitions and
interpretations that align accurately with the intended purpose 2. Serving as
translation manuals that help diagnose grammatical complexities and difficult
Pali vocabulary 3. Acting as significant historical sources regarding past figures
and events, such as the stories of King Ashoka the Great, which provide a better
understanding of the Buddhist context across different eras. These works reflect the
evolution of the Pali language and the masterful skills of the authors (Gantharaca
nacariya) in the continuous transmission of the Dhamma-Vinaya. Consequently,
exegetical works are the essential keys that connect students to the essence of
the teachings through structured language that holds immense academic and
literary value.

Keyword: Expository work, Pali Literature, Importance, Development
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