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Editorial

In this episode of Dhammadhara Journal, Naowarat Panwilai
has interestingly analysed the affirmative Catuskoti by
Nagarjunain Mulamadhyamakakarika Scripture. Nagarjuna was
once of the most important scholars in Buddhism. He, moreover,
was the founderof Madhyamaka, the Buddhist concept of
suffata and the influencer of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu. It is
recommended for readers to read through with analytical
thoughts. Itis unnecessary for readers to be Buddhism scholars;
it is beneficial for everyone.

This preface was honoured by Amnaj Buasiri, Ph.D.,
on “Buddhism Vaccination: Buddhism research for the new
generation and social problem approaches"” in the 3
Dhammadhara seminar on Saturday the 14% of July 2018 at
The Great Sapha Dhammakaya Hall, Wat Phra Dhammakaya.

Phramaha Pongsak Thaniyo, Ph.D., wrote an article on
“The Term Laddhi in Theravada Buddhist Scriptures”.
The evolution of this term was studied for its origins. The
result shows the term was coined during the transition of
the early Buddhist texts, Abhidhamma period and more



in the commentaries (Atthakatha) to represent ‘opinion’
and ‘dogma’.

Assoc. Prof. Praves Intongpan, Ph.D., studied "“The Status
and Role of Women through Religious Ethics”. The study was
done through the perspectives of women from many ancient
religions: Brahminical - Hindu, Buddhism, Christianity and Islamic.
Forthose who are interested in gender equality should not miss.

Oraphan Suchartkullawit, Ph.D., proposed an article on
“A Proposed Sila-Dhamma Cultivation Model for Early
Childhood". This research was done by studying the concept
of Western Philosophy and Buddhism. It shows similarities
which are beneficial for those who are interested in
fostering profound fundamentals in ethics to children.

Dhammadhara Journal continues our determination to
promote advance research in Buddhism. All comments and
supports are always appreciated.

Phragrupalad Suvattanabodhigun
(Somchai Thanavuddho)
24 October 2018
(The end of Buddhist Lent Day)
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The Term Laddhi in
Theravada Buddhist Scriptures*

Phramaha Pongsak THaNIYO

Abstract

This study investigates the cause of the negative attitude
of the term latthi (&%18) in Thai by searching from the context of
use of the term laddhi as shown in Theravada Buddhist
scriptures.

The result of the study shows that the term laddhi was
first found in the Niddesa and later in the commentaries
(Atthakatha). The attitude towards this term was used in rather
negative ways. That is to say, it was used to name the
asceticisms who were against Buddhist teaching. Furthermore,
it was used to talk about the Buddhist monks who disobeyed
Buddha. In addition, it was used to call every Buddhist sects
except for Theravada (Vibhajjavada) in the Kathavatthu-
Atthakatha, it is used to call every Buddhist sects, except for
Theravada (Vibhajjavada).
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The attitude of using the term latthi in Thai which was
developed from laddhi in Pali shows that the usage was
characterized in similar ways as in Pali. Consequently, it shows
that the attitude of latthiin Thai was influenced by the Pali Texts,
especially in the commentaries.

Keywords : laddhi, latthi, Niddesa, Atthakatha, Theravada
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Sakam hi ditthim katham accayeyya? ti. Ye te titthiya
Sundarim paribbajikam hantva, samananam
sakyaputtiyanam avannam pakasayitva, evam etam
labham yasam sakkarasammanam paccaharissama ti
evamditthika evamkhantika evamrucika evamladdhika

evamMevamM, te nasakkhimsu sakam
ditthim sakam khantim sakam rucim sakam laddhim

sakam ajjhasayam sakam adhippayam atikkamitum.
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The Status and Role of Women
through Religious Ethics

Praves INTONGPAN

Abstract

This article aims to study the status and role of women
in different religious ethics. In the past, in each society there
was a fixed attitude towards genders’ status. In some traditions,
men were superior to women, while in others it was the other
way round. On the contrary, in today's world, there are different
ideas about women in different societies. Changes in women'’s
status in different societies have relied on how each society has
developedtheirown distinct culture, beliefs and religious ethics.
Until recently there has been a growing movement to address
the role and status of women, especially because of the influence
of the Western world. Under such influence, various campaigns,
and academic activities, such as publications, research and
conferences, all play an important role in raising the issues
concerning women's status. The theories of feminism are now
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more widely studied than in the past. Women are asserting
themselves using various means including music, plays,
literature, etc. These explanations have interpreted mainly from
the Western theories based on materialism.

Feminists reject the interpretation by many religions that
men and women are unequal. Nor is the equality of social
status. The concept of gender equality, for example, suggests
that women and men are equal in society. A good state must
Create equal human rights for both sexes. Participation in
economic, social, environmental and political benefits should
not be significantly different. The principle of feminism isin line
with the philosophical outlook of existentialism which jean Paul
Sartre says that we were born to be free or we are utterly
responsible for the values we create through our choices.

This study focuses on the role of women as derived from
the main teachings or scriptures of religions which based on
idealism. At the same time, ethical attitudes focus on the concept
of gender’s rights, duties and responsibilities between sexes
such division between the sexes and how they are interpreted
in each age which affects the value of human beings and how
they are treated as human beings.

Keywords : Status and Role, Women, Religious Ethics, Feminism
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A Proposed Sila-Dhamma
Cultivation Model for Early Childhood

Oraphan SUCHARTKULLAWIT

Abstract

Thai moral social perspectives on goodness, badness,
rightness, wrongness, ought to and not ought to have diversity
as result of faith, religious teachings, cultures, traditions,
lifestyles, and the rapidly changing of social movement in the
world. Negative attitudes toward the morals of adults in the
family effect the juveniles on their negative behaviors. The
youths tend to misbehave themselves they will have for
example, social interaction problems lacking of social skills, drug
addiction and having immature sexual relationship. Cultivating
good morals, in the education system, should start from early
childhood because of their highly memory and physical practice
abilities. Then children will construct good and desireable habits.
This article is a result of research from textbooks, articles,
theories, and concepts about children development and morality
of western scholars and Buddhist doctrine for proposed moral
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counselingin early childhood. The results summarize as follows.

1. Moral Criteria should start from self-control by mental
action and judgment called absolute conscience. The concepts
of Kant and Utilitarianism resemble the a ‘precept’ morality/
decipline of Buddhism. The subject of the precepts is universal.
Thus, it is suitable to apply in early childhood.

2. Early childhood developments are simultaneous with 4
aspects: Physical, Personality, Ethics and social changes.

3. There are two ways to promote morality in early
childhood 1) focusing on the physical (precepts), mental
(meditation), and wisdom, and 2) promoting with the surrounding
environment. The environment should be clean and organized
In a safe and secure environment. Proactive activities make
children familiar with morality and promote social and
personality development. The children are closely taken care by
the parents with 6 basics for the soul: 1) love and warmth,
2) understanding child development, 3) using the words to praise
and avoiding severe rebuke, 4) encouraging freedom,
5) building peaceful family atmosphere and 6) Nurturing children
in the right ways.

In conclusion, although human beings have different
religious beliefs and principles about moral life, but they have
similar moral criteria and same common poits. So, they can join
and live together peacefully.

Keywords : Morality, Early Childhood, Children Development
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The Analytical Study of the Affirmative
Catuskoti by Nagarjuna in
Milamadhyamakakarika Scripture

Naowarat PANWILAI

Abstract

During the Buddha period, there were debates among
sects to defend their beliefs against others’. Then in the post-
Buddha period, the Catuskoti dialectic of Madhyamaka school
was created not only for proclaiming their views but also
refuting others’ which they believed was against Buddha's
teaching. The objective of this article is to investigate the views
of Madhyamaka school consisted of Mulamadhyamakakarika
text on the Buddhist teaching on which the school insisted and
the validity of the view.

The study finds that the verse in chapter 18.8 is the merely
verse affirming the Buddha teaching as shown in the text that
everything is real or unreal, both real and unreal and neither
real nor unreal After analysing the validity of the verse, it shows
that the four sentences in this affirmative Catuskoti are not
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against the law of thought, and in comparison to the applied
dialectic propositions, there are equivalents to the meaning as
shown in the scripture.

Another essential aspect to be considered is the view of
two truths. It becomes the critical point and leads to reassure
that it is to be the views of the Buddha teaching because there
IS also the same concept written in the early Buddhist scriptures
as well. However, from the Madhyamaka view, to reach the
ultimate truth, one needs to understand what the two truths,
conventional truth and ultimate truth, are. In other words, the
concept of existence is neither real nor unreal. It needs to be
deeply explained in detail. It needs to be given an exhaustive
notion between the two before being interpreted so as not to
mislead the understanding because everything, as Nagarjuna
mentioned, can be real in the different levels. Moreover, the two
truths are interdependent on origination which conforms to the
concept of Paticcasamuppada (Dependent Origination) as well.

Keywords : Catuskoti, Nagarjuna, Mulamadhyamakakarika
Scripture
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