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Abstract

This article aims to analyse characteristics, a “convention” and
“invention”, and ideological practices in the TV travel genre. Drawing
upon a concept of TV genre, the project examines seven TV travel
programmes aired between July and December 2017.

The piece reveals that with a textual analysis of the selected
TV programmes in the seven generic dimensions of (1) plots and
themes, (2) TV hosts, (3) local hosts, (4) time, (5) space and places,
(6) activities in the journey, and (7) tastes of travelling, the TV travel
genre generates “inventions” within the “convention/formula” which
explains that travelling is an activity in which an individual leaves
“home” for certain purposes. Then, (s)he arrives at the destination in
order to make contact with local hosts, and to experience the “plus”
of his/her mundane everyday life. After the end of the journey, (s)he
finally returns “home” where (s)he belongs.

With this “generic formula”, the TV travel genre thus reproduces
Thai bourgeois ideologies to maintain distinctive identities of the middle

class, as well as to use their travel for self-reflexivity.

Keywords: Genre / TV travel programme / Ideology / Convention /

Invention
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