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Abstract

Amid the Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) Pandemic, news re-
porting is an essential for raising people’s awareness. Using information
from foreign news agencies is another way to build credibility and
get information from original sources. Websites in Thailand report the
news of the COVID-19 outbreak in China by citing or using news and
information from Xinhua News Agency, the biggest and most influential
media organization in China, which is considered as an international
news agency. Therefore, this is the first reason that the researchers
have become interested to examine the use of Xinhua News Agency’s
COVID-19 news by some websites in Thailand. Moreover, The second
object is to classify the forms and characteristics of the related news
reported by websites in Thailand. And the last object of this study is to
study the format of news reported by websites in Thailand. The scope
of this research is based on concepts and theories about websites,
online news writing and agenda setting. Content analysis is used as a
tool for studying 10 websites in Thailand, from 1-29 February 2020.

The results of the study of 10 websites in Thailand revealed
that in February 2020, up to 170 news from Xinhua News Agency were
used. We found that the news reporting can be divided into 3 forms
including: 1) news without adding any content 2) rewritten news 3)
news with additional topics. In the meantime, there are 4 characteristics
of news; Firstly, to report: Updating the situation directly,

straightforwardly, concisely and not expanding or adding emotions.
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This type of news has the largest number comparing to another 3 types.
Secondly, to educate: explaining the details with references. Thirdly,
to reflect: conveying the emotions. This type of news commonly
related to emotional and dramatic content, to reflect emotions,
depression or appreciation for the losses, but the tone of writing is
relatively encouraging. The last one is to comment: expressing

opinions of the author.

Keywords: The Use of News and Information/ COVID -19/ Xinhua
News Agency/ Websites
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