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Abstract

The research “Representation of Chinese-Thai Families through
Television Soap Operas” is qualitative research using textual analysis
methods to analyze four television soap operas: including DaiDaeng
(2019), Repercussion (2019), SanaeNangNgiew (2018), and In Family
We Trust (2018). Audience analysis by using in-depth interviews is also
employed to study the representation of Chinese-Thai families and the
decoding of images of Chinese-Thai family representatives appearing in
the soap operas under the context of Chinese-Thai families in current

Thai society.
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The results show that the television dramas as texts compared to
the perception of social norms portray Chinese-Thai families as follows;
(1) the family is the area that is trying to maintain the original values.
(2) the family is a space to negotiate inconsistent traditions. and (3) the
strategy of establishing legitimacy through the language of television
soap operas. Regarding the decoding by audiences, the research findings
illustrate. (1) the challenges of traditions and norms facing television
audiences. and (2) the roles and functions of television soap operas for

the self-reflexive of audience.

Keywords: representation / Chinese-Thai families / television soap operas /

decoding
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