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Purpose and objective

The Journal of East Asian and ASEAN Studies is an academic
journal published by Centre of Politics, Social and Area Studies Faculty
of Political Science, Ramkhamhaeng University. Initially, it was published
in a small format of booklet primarily in Thai language on a yearly basis.
But from 2012 onwards, the volume of the Journal has been enlarged
with varieties of contents to include articles in English as well in Chinese
language. Beginning from 2015 the publication is scheduled to be
published twice yearly to accommodate with the increasing demands for
research publication requirement.

The purpose of this Journal aims to disseminate knowledge on
the region of East Asia including ASEAN countries in various disciplines, as
this part of Asia is moving closer together towards a tightly link area. As a
multi-disciplinary publication with emphasis mainly on Social Science
and Humanity, the Journal’s principal focus covers sub-disciplines such
as sociology, politics, security, history, international relations, economics
and cooperation, business, philosophy, law, religious and ethnic
identities, cultural studies, language and literature, local community,

environment, public-private management and governance etc.
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After founding in 1996, our East Asian Studies Center has taken a
long road with slow pace but steady progress with firm objective to
advance academically despite limited resources. The center was
acknowledged and has been the member of the East Asia Academic
Cooperation Council (EACC), a forum initiated by Department of ASEAN
Affairs, MFA, since its inception in May 2007. The aims of the EACC forum
is to encourage Thai scholars to participate in their intellectual capacity
in a broader academic forum of ASEAN Plus Three (APT). During the first
two years, the director of our East Asian Studies Centers had participated
as vice-chairman of the forum.

We realize well that in order to further the studies of East Asia
and ASEAN as a region and in a separate entity, this effort cannot be
done solely without the cooperation among academics and partnership
with other like-minded institutions. Although many share common
interests with similar objectives, however each center, particularly ours,
has its own identities, perspectives and agendas to pursue. The necessity
to build a network of relationship with other academic institutions both
inside the country and abroad is indispensable to advance the study and
exchange of knowledge. And one of several channels is to publish this
journal on a regular basis. Our editorial teams put effort in this direction
to achieve academic standard requirement by attracting the contributors
from different disciplines and serve as an outlet for researchers,

academic community to express their views and approaches on the
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subject matters. With the aims to offer a diversity of views, the journal
would serve as an open space for intellectual discussions, exchange of
criticism and dissemination of research results.

We are well aware that publishing a journal is already a
challenge that needs patience and perseverance. With the aims to attain
nationwide academic recognition, this journal as a forum of thought has
been achieved with the collaboration of eminent intellectuals from
different academic institutions who patiently peer reviewed with useful
recommendations and suggestions, but then the final responsibility rests
with the authors. This would contribute to reflect the state of knowledge
on the region which is undergoing the dynamic change in term of
wisdom, identity deriving from Eastern world of thinking that need to be
reexamined and attract intellectuals to reconstruct in the present

context of 21st century.
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Editorial

Journal of East Asian and ASEAN Studies has been
fostered by the Faculty of Political Science, Ramkamheang
University in  publishing academic and research articles.
Moreover, this issue has been also received the great honor by
Dr. Pranee Thiparat, the senior lecture at the Department of
International  Relations,  Faculty of Political  Science,
Chulalongkorn  University, who  published her article
“Responsibility to Protect and the Political Crisis in Myanmar”
in this issue in accordance with its theme, the concept of non-
traditional security. Non-traditional security covers many non-
military issues which affect state and human security. This
articles in this issue comprise of counter-human trafficking, aged
society, COVID-19 crisis and suicide, food security, and water
resource management, all of which could help the audience
inclusively and comprehensively understand the concept of

non-traditional security.

Kittipos Phuttivanich
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