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New Chinese Immigrant in
the Northeastern Part of
Thailand: Situation,
Migration Motivation, and

the Occupations

Kulnaree Nukitrangsan*

Abstract

New Chinese immigration refers to the mainland Chinese who migrat-
ed from China after the reform and opening up policy of 1978. They may seek
permanent or semi-permanent residencies in their host countries. Their reason of
migration is to pursue their economic opportunities and well-being. In Thailand,
there are a number of new Chinese immigrants in almost every part of the country.
Those who decided to migrate to the northeastern part of Thailand mostly took
economic, social, and local cultural factors and Thailand-China relations as a whole
into their consideration of migrating and settling. The roles and the movement of
these new Chinese immigration will certainly have a long-term impact for Thailand.
Consequently, the study of the new Chinese immigration is increasingly necessary.
This research article aims to explore the situation, migration motivation, and the

occupations of new Chinese immigrants in the northeastern part of Thailand.

Keywords: New Chinese immigrants, overseas Chinese, Thailand-China relations,

migration

*Researcher, Chinese Studies Center, Institute of Asia Studies, Chulalongkorn University
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