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Liang Gaoseng zhuan :
History, Origin and

Primary structure

Wilaiporn Sucharitthammakul, Prapakorn Bhanussadit,
Maythee Pitakteeradham

Abstract
This article delves into the rich history, origins, and fundamental structure of Gaoseng
zhuan (%%11@) , a seminal work written by the esteemed monk Huijiao (%Eﬁ) in 519
AD. Huijiao’s approach to style and structure in Liang Gaoseng zhuan established a benchmark for
chronicling the lives of influential monks who played a pivotal role in the development of Chinese
Buddhism. To provide a comprehensive analysis, this article employs content analysis, meticu-
lously scrutinizing primary sources such as ancient Chinese scriptures, as well as drawing upon the
invaluable insights of contemporary scholars and their invaluable research.
The research findings highlighted the underlying motivation behind the composition of Li-
ang Gaoseng zhuan, which aimed to introduce the biographies of monks dedicated to Chinese
Buddhism, rather than those who were solely renowned within Chinese society. The intention was
to bring these devoted individuals into the spotlight, challenging the prevailing notions of traditional
Chinese culture, namely Confucianism and Taoism. Furthermore, a detailed analysis of the structure
of the text revealed an ideal classification system encompassing ten categories of monks, based on
their kinds of devotion. This classification system emerged as a crucial standard for documenting
the biographies of significant monks throughout China, with subsequent dynasties continuing the
tradition in their respective Gaoseng zhuan works.

Keywords: Gaoseng zhuan, Nan Liang dynasty, Huijiao, origin, structure
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