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“Esports Diplomacy”

China’s New Soft Power

in the Digital Era

Yunke Zhai , apirak Nusitchaiyakarn, Sansanee Jai inn

Abstract
This research article, titled “Esports Diplomacy: China’s New Soft Power in the Digital Era,” aims to
explore the growth of Chinese esports, analyze the emergence of Chinese esports diplomacy in the
digital era, and study the future trends of China’s esports industry. The research process involves
collecting and analyzing information from various sources, including documents, journals, articles,
and related research, to facilitate efficient academic data collection.
The research findings indicate that China holds the position of the world’s largest esports market
in terms of revenue. China has established itself as a leader in the esports industry, encompassing
the development of personnel, esports resources, organization of tournaments, and the utilization
of various media and platforms for esports distribution. Additionally, China boasts the world’s
largest esports companies, enjoying robust public and private support. Despite the challenges
posed by the global spread of COVID-19 in 2019, diplomatic exchanges became more challenging.
However, contrary to the global trend, China experienced substantial growth in the number and scale
of esports competitions during this period. China’s ascendancy as a global esports powerhouse has
transformed it into a significant player in international diplomacy, giving birth to “Esports Diplomacy.”
This new form of soft power, with both explicit and implicit outcomes, has a far-reaching impact on
China’s global standing and future prospects in the digital era.

Keywords: Esports, Esports Diplomacy, Soft power, China
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