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For a Better Future?

An analysis of the motivation
of African Adolescents and
their Dream of Becoming

a Professional Footballer*

Pasit Wajanadisyawong**

Abstract

In Africa, concerns were raised that there are increasing number of human
traffickers that exploited Africa, which is a continent with abundant of adolescents
wanting to become a footballer, by giving these adolescents a false hope of
becoming a professional footballer, though tricking them into a human trafficking ring. Question
arises, why do so many African adolescents want to be a professional footballer? There is a collective
understanding that footballers earn a lot and African is generally an impoverish continent, but there
are many occupations as well that is financially as rewarding. A deeper look through the lenses of
the young Africans is required to understand this phenomenon more profoundly.

This study intended to answer the question of what motivated African adolescents to
become a professional footballer. Findings show that Globalization which merges the proliferation
of football, and the everyday lives of Africans leads African adolescents into believing in the myth
that pursuing football career is a credible way to achieve wealth, which fuels the gender expectation
in the African society that a man is expected to be the breadwinner of the house, and wealth is
a symbol of manliness. Meanwhile achieving wealth through formal education is becoming less
preferable as there are many structural dysfunctions of the education systems that leads to massive
unemployment in many parts of Africa. As a result, many African adolescents abandon formal
education system and decide to pursue the career of professional footballer instead. This leads to

vulnerability that human traffickers could exploit.

Keyword: Football, African adolescents, gender roles, education system, commodification

* This article is a part of Chulalongkorn University’s Master of International Relation’s thesis on the topic of ‘Factors Influencing
the Migration of African Football Players to Thailand’.

** Post Graduate student of the Master of international relations, Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University
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fheeda uansanuinasemaiuturesiymnisayudnguiluninsiv Tnsame
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o funnuoautuLLAYAUBatn (National Football League: NFL) iiniiu (WSN, 2024)
FalsiBuiindanlafionnvuanialan saufeivuesni Sdditufiesduinypuen Jeyail
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fanandsadlildotne - mmuuansvesendninAwvmueaiidunnuldliiueaenivy
yuenEn 1nednaeligedu o udedisle

auidetuiiauet  wathvedlamAtnaieeuynitusgauuuutusz s
firmaueatulemyusmLenin uazthindsngiiierdndnfivmpueaaztisaiuaing
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fumadutnevea  Mewmiwineniudenieresnainszuunsfnyuasiuindu
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wagselfgetuanimaveadinadufivmneni

52108381598

unewtuiiodetoyaanmaifoifsgmn i HiunsduniuaiiBedn (n-depth
interview) twaueainginauenimdnau 6 v Aufwaueasgluvszmelne
Tusedulnedn 1 2 uaz 3 Taodndslaensinseruvommnsdoanseoulal wasdunval
rumsaamaufifedestugindwesindwnauea Tasaududmanaadn el
tnviavealufidineasBenonndenues 01fi iglafvesndutnypuea? visil
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InglamAdnilldveny “auduiusluifvesdud1” (Commodity relations) sgwitegau
% oqu o @ e ooa v e XX LA
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Fabumhenussdunivitegneldnmstiiures FIFA) uenanid

o v

g AduimanuldflunsutsiuseRuiinfsng 4 919 Wauea
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gramnssuiiaineneld Tasamzegadsludsumagiiniauensng
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4 o a I =
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Drogba amle193lAas (Seye Omidiora, 2020)
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2 va v ) o ™~ v X 2 o
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wvurkensnfianuiuiissinduundudnlaveasdniieUszauarudnsalu
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Tl raAnfanseuniritthuus wined  desgdifiowantvn”

(ﬁfﬂvsjmuaaﬁzmmeagu‘ﬁﬁﬂLLﬁﬁa’Lﬁﬁuaim'{Luimé'ﬂ 3, October 13,

2022)
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Besunumymana (Gender Role) Sspsfinruddgesnannludasluseiuaseunss
wamsgnasamaaniilifazfenduauiind ey Jeudeanssa fmwiedenan
maonsual uazudeunss (Ezeugwu and Ojedokun, 2020) suTeuves Mbah (2019)
odueematadriuiih deuuonimidbenfimamedos “dweldidriiu’ Breadwinner)
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%ﬁEhagﬂuswﬂgmﬁmuLL@W%mm@Eiwmqmu (Mbah, 2019)

ol nudsures Bertolt (2018) FWifuRswanszvuveansaaniau
sorfonunumindlunenini Faduntegetagiu Tnediuindvdiieraniauglsy
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Afdenunummeludsaunoniniiiagtu Avedulny wazgnamanidlidugin

dwumnfaunune  fuanudesmslumaduinaueavesnuening
= e v a 9 &

NuUluYes Esson (2013) AfnwiANLRBINISveLeIvUYILENENAE Tunnlun sy
dnnavea  /WuNIAANITINILY NUIEANATEUATIVEIYINIWNTAINAANIIBEN
wneanelITUIETvzdosUsvauanudisaludiegusssy dwalirudidamenisiu
gnyndniiaiu “anubure” (Masculinity) ludinn Zsaenndosiualonunuming
Tuwevinmeudissyludnedu  wagludlegnueduiiiinihiimseldidundinseunsn
mslifuiavieuaiiowniosdiontsuansanulumigvesnuesn

wonantl udeuves Esson Silidedunaiiuraulafiesiuauseanisidu
UnnueavegIvukenEn Inenadfianginssunislidinuuy “X-WAY” (Extraordinary
Way) Nd1fe wenaNMaaenaseuniua lwnvunedineinisnalitinegamgn
fsadu  viseeuldniesUseaunnumld  ienvzldsuniseensunar@iagandsay
lugrugueniidnenn  denndesiunmanvalvesinvnueanignineunsiudesia 9
Wiaudusfiesumaillaivszaunsainuwenenues  seUsngluundunivaivilad
el

v ~ e w o , oo

iayaisauilisiagalunun  uaghilivsssunduiivsenus

g o 4 o &

uwilu Asamoah Gyan [nwaueatiefsynnul] .. katAuwnil

ndumfinIun w1dusn Mercedes Benz Loz 51fieennidunuuin

wileunu” (Esson, 2013)

undunueliinwaueaes Esson Flidudisunumues X-Way #ias1ausegela
Themwuweninesnduiniavea  edwlsfid  annsfinwikasdunvaivesfieu
wanannITidiinegauilesudidnnginssunieniasianiseauivuazigny
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ndspvasmslunoninidu fo “nisaieselevifuuidenn” Wudsyaves Paul
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“.. Bnawmidihlinudeduladuinaueade  wesnai
Usglewiliundenn  mueenazndunnvenidiniundviinuasdu
inWauealaegnsls anadedivinurerlstnn wazeslsfetofives
madudnwauea” (Omogba, April 20, 2023)
tihpuearnueninmiiszauamudidasiuunagdenuinaningauliun
depavipsiufiaudulaan e1ii nsdlves Sadio Mane fignendeslnedsauueniniedis
duva nnsUinAsUsEnasmmaieiaulsmeuataglssBeuios Bambali
Ussmmiuta $rufnvesmu (Pickworth, 2022) msuinatuenanandunisuans
Tiufannudugueiifidnenmessimmpueaguionauds dadunsaduusdiuiay
fosnmsvosevusudalulunisiduilnimueadnde

sUamil 3: wngvaeiuiahudios Bambali fildideves Sadio Mane Lilpatiuayuin
NUN9INSYIFY (Bundesliga, 2022)

anfindnanitunil fannmsvestuauealusenimmelduiunlamaing
denalitinfrpueaifueinilausoaduneldimea  ansoneuaussieny
maviweanyumangludinuueninild  dwaliin  “weed”  Tunguiuvieyd
weEminsaveaiduenindiifivusisaun egndlsfid Gidounuin AnuvenvIuves
“grintinavea” Tt aforiidusdulusnvuweninijuiuiianiy
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Jaynidalaseasnsvasszuunisaneluginig  Auanadesnislunisilutinnaues
289¥17UaNIN

Tuthmisvesnsdunival Esoh “Paul” Omogba tnWaueavnludde 1%
foyaiiunaula dail

‘. Aoatnlagndewd  QilmauensnlUamduiiunisay

fwntaen [livannuate] vildsiumisnuinedides auaenna

wag” (Omogba, April 20, 2023)

Fnaniiansnmlidufianiunisaiiuissnurenssmaie 9 luniinie
wewim a Jegtiu Mdulusheauanaudunn Taedeyalu A 2023 wuiludGe
Lﬂuﬂi:mﬂ*?iﬁﬁmsﬂmsdwmuqqﬁqﬂiﬂaﬂ A9 33% YT IWIULSINUR LA (Nwachukwu,
2023) uenanUszneludBeusy Ussindluglinnauensniliazens1 (Sub-Saharan Africa)
Srmanedszwatwdyiulymiiedendsty 01fi wersnld wiile A teandil
gium (Schwikowski, 2023) uifusunaUszmelugiiniafidiasnsinsnuetsazgdi us
anudussudussnudnnummandulidnvagnsihnusuuliundnuvas nande
ussuwaBliiseuiiatione Suunndessewhonumelddeulinshauiivng
v vieuilimmannsasedudininfiaull sadsgnnadaussmsiiny Wuanmels
ussnusunluginadinseinauiifinuyh (Donkor, 2023)

N3 Nwachukwu (2023) lifeAnudiufitaulafientudgmussnues
Qﬁmﬂ oy “nsndslnavesusany” Lﬁﬂﬁmaﬂ@LLﬁNW (Inflow of job seekers into the
job market) (Nwachukwu, 2023) gnszyliduanmnuesdgmdina mnfinrsanany
\HuadsiiuerBnidugiiniadifidndruussmnnsengdesiigalulan 7 19.7 Yudr (Donkor,
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2023) 9EnuI qﬂmmwmuﬁmmﬁﬁm (Labor Oversupply) ﬁaLﬂuiﬂqmmsﬂﬁﬁwmg
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