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Political communication of
General Apirat Kongsompong
During 2006-2023

Captain Warinda Thongsukh*

Abstract

This study aims (1) to examine the background of General Apirat Kongsompong’s political com-
munication, (2) to analyze the context and environmental factors of his political communication between 2006
and 2023, and (3) to investigate the forms and content of his political communication during this period, using
qualitative research methods based on documentary analysis of newspapers and online media, as well as
in-depth interviews with six key informants comprising political science experts, military officers, and military-af-
fairs journalists. The findings indicate that his military family background and experience in military educational
institutions play a crucial role in shaping General Apirat’s core valuesnamely patriotism, discipline, commit-
ment to honor, and obedience to superiors which are reflected in a political communication framework that
emphasizes military organizational unity and the preservation of state security. Within an increasingly intense
context of political conflict across three key periods (2006, 2009-2010, and 2014-2023), General Apirat Kong-
sompong’s role becomes evident as a military leader who communicates in the name of the institution and
relies on politically constituted positional authority, using public communication channels press conferences,
mass media, and online media as primary tools to deliver political messages to society, thereby giving his
statements and gestures greater weight and impact on political trajectories than ordinary citizens’ expressions.
In terms of form and content, his communication tends to align with conservative ideology by reinforcing the
legitimacy of core institutions, social order, and political stability, while employing public communication and
new media to respond to and frame meanings vis a vis groups holding opposing views, under an interactive
mode of communication that allows immediate feedback. A comparison of the three periods reveals both
continuity and variation: continuity lies in the consistent adherence to a security and unity oriented commu-
nication framework, whereas variation is reflected in the tone, style, and intensity of the messages, which
fluctuate according to the severity and fragility of the political situation in each period.

Keywords: military leader, political communication, conservative ideology

* Faculty of Political Science, Politics, Ramkhamhaeng University.
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