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Guidelines for the Management
of Common Resources
in the Irrigation Area of

the Lower Northern Region:

Wang Yang-Nong Khwan

Pimpawee Ninsupan*®

Abstract

The objectives of this research are: (1) to study the approaches to common-pool resource
management in the irrigated areas of the Lower Northern Region under the Wang Yang-Nong Kwan
Operation and Maintenance Project; (2) to examine the problems and obstacles of common-pool
resource management in this area; and (3) to propose development guidelines for achieving sustainable
common-pool resource management in the same project. A qualitative research methodology was
employed, using in-depth interviews, focus group discussions, and documentary analysis of materials
related to common-pool resource management in the irrigated areas of the Wang Yang-Nong Kwan
Operation and Maintenance Project. The findings reveal that water management under the project
reflects Ostrom’s concept of common-pool resource management, whereby local communities participate
in defining boundaries and responsibilities, establishing rules, designing participation mechanisms, monitoring
and sanctioning, as well as setting up conflict-resolution mechanisms within a regulatory framework
consistent with state laws and policies. However, water management still faces several challenges, including
a shortage of qualified personnel, the expansion of water use outside designated irrigated areas under
limited water supply, and discontinuous support in terms of budget and knowledsge transfer for farmers.
Key development directions include strengthening the role of farmers in genuinely participating in
water management, developing leadership and knowledge transfer capacities among irrigation officials,
fostering cooperation between state agencies and local communities on the basis of mutual trust, and
promoting local wisdom alongside fair benefit sharing, in order to reinforce the robustness of the water
management system and lead to long-term sustainability.

Keywords: Common-pool resource management, Wang Yang-Nong Khwan ,Operation and Maintenance

Project, the Lower Northern Irrigation Region of Thailand

* Faculty of Political Science, Politics, Ramkhamhaeng University.
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