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Journal of East Asian and ASEAN Studies

Purpose and objective

The Journal of East Asian and ASEAN Studies is an academic journal
published by Centre of Politics, Social and Area Studies Faculty of
Political Science, Ramkhamhaeng University. Initially, it was published
in a small format of booklet primarily in Thai language on a yearly
basis. But from 2012 onwards, the volume of the Journal has been
enlarged with varieties of contents to include articles in English as well in
Chinese language. Beginning from 2015 the publication is scheduled
to be published twice yearly to accommodate with the increasing
demands for research publication requirement.

The purpose of this Journal aims to disseminate knowledge
on the region of East Asia including ASEAN countries in various
disciplines, as this part of Asia is moving closer together towards a tightly
linkarea.Asamulti--disciplinary publication withemphasis mainly on Social
Science and Humanity, the Journal’s principal focus covers sub-disciplines
such as sociology, politics, security, history, international relations,
econoics and cooperation, business, philosophy, law, religious and
ethnic identities, cultural studies, language and literature, local
community, environment, public--private management and governance
etc.

After founding in 1996, our East Asian Studies Center has
taken a long road with slow pace but steady progress with firm
objectivetoadvanceacademicallydespitelimitedresources. Thecenterwas
acknowledged and has been the member of the East Asia
Academic Cooperation Council (EACC), a forum initiated by Department of
ASEAN Affairs, MFA, since its inception in May 2007. The aims of
the EACC forum is to encourage Thai scholars to participate in their
intellectual capacity in a broader academic forum of ASEAN Plus Three
(APT). During the first two years, the director of our East Asian Studies
Centers had participated as vice--chairman of the forum.

We realize well that in order to further the studies of East
Asia and ASEAN as a region and in a separate entity, this effort
cannot be done solely without the cooperation among academics and
partnership with other like--minded institutions. Although many share
common interests with similar objectives, however each center,
particularly ours, has its own identities, perspectives and agendas to
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pursue. The necessity to build a network of relationship with other
academic institutions both inside the country and abroad is
indispensable to advance the study and exchange of knowledge. And
one of several channels is to publish this journal on a regular basis.
Our editorial teams put effort in this direction to achieve academic
standard requirement by attracting the contributors from different
disciplines and serve as an outlet for researchers, academic commu-
nity to express their views and approaches on the subject matters.
With the aims to offer a diversity of views, the journal would serve as
an open space for intellectual discussions, exchange of criticism and
dissemination of research results.

We are well aware that publishing a journal is already a
challenge that needs patience and perseverance. With the aims to
attain nationwide academic recognition, this journal as a forum
of thought has been achieved with the collaboration of eminent
intellectuals from different academic institutions who patiently peer
reviewed with useful recommendations and suggestions, but then the
final responsibility rests with the authors. This would contribute to
reflect the state of knowledge on the region which is undergoing the
dynamic change in term of wisdom, identity deriving from Eastern world
of thinking that need to be reexamined and attract intellectuals to re-
construct in the present context of 21st century.
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Editorial

The Journal of East Asian and ASEAN Studies expresses its profound
gratitude to the Master of Public Administration program for their generous
financial support, and to the Faculty of Political Science at Ramkhamhaeng
University for their operational support. This comes following Ramkham-
haeng University’s decision to discontinue budget allocation for the journal,
with the rationale that the university would only support journals ranked in
TCl Tier 3. However, the editorial board unanimously agreed that it would be
inappropriate to compromise the journal’s quality for the sake of
obtaining funding support. We therefore extend our deepest appreciation to both
institutions for continuing to endorse and support our commitment to
maintaining the journal’s standards.

This issue presents a diverse collection of high-quality academic
articles covering significant topics at both regional and national levels.
The volume begins with studies on contemporary Chinese society, including
social inequality in present-day China and Chinese nationalism regarding the
Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands dispute during the Xi Jinping era. This is followed by
an analysis of the Chinese government’s media policy in Thailand through
a case study of the Matichon-Khao Sod Group and Xinhua News Agency.
Additionally, this issue features articles related to local and national
governance, including studies on Trang Municipality’s readiness to
become a smart city, land and building tax collection policies in Bangkok
MetropolitanArea(2019-2024),andglobalgovermnancethroughindicatorsexamining
the current state, deterioration, and development approaches for rule of law
and good governance in Thailand. Other significant topics presented in this
issue include crisis management in Thailand’s political context, approaches to

enhancing the quality of ThalD application services among citizens in
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Editorial (Continue)

Photharam  District, Ratchaburi  Province, and the art of leading
GenerationY and Z through leadership strategies formodern workplace efficiency.
Al articles in this issue reflect the diversity of East Asian and ASEAN studies,
spanning from international relations and public policy to local development
and digital-age management. The editorial board sincerely hopes that these
articles will benefit academics, students, and those interested in related fields,
and can be applied to advance knowledge and practice in their respective

areas.

Kittipos PhuttivanichEditor
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