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The developing framework

of Thailand’s national interests
in cooperating with the Mengla
border special economic zone

towards logistics and tourism

Supapit Suwanno*, Krissada Promvek**,

Katsamaporn Rakson***, Wilasinee Piboonsate***

Abstract

This research aims to: (1) examine the patterns of Thailand’s economic cooperation frame-

work development within the Mengla Border Special Economic Zone; and (2) analyze Thailand’s national
interests in the areas of logistics and tourism within this zone. This study adopts a qualitative research
approach, employing documentary analysis and semi-structured interviews. A total of 12 key informants
were selected, representing stakeholders from the public sector, the private sector, and business
operators. The study employs Regionalism Theory, National Interest Theory, Linkages Politics Theory,
and the concept of Special Economic Zones as an analytical framework to examine The developing
framework of Thailand’s national interests in cooperating with the Mengla border special economic zone
towards logistics and tourism. The study found that Thailand’s cooperation framework can be classified
into seven models: (1) the Comprehensive Development Cooperation Model, (2) the Strategic Cooper-
ation Model, (3) the Integrated Cooperation Model, (4) the Network-Based Cooperation Model, (5) the
Economic Cooperation Model, (6) the Tourism and Cultural Cooperation Model, and (7) the Cross-Border
Logistics Cooperation Model. Furthermore, the findings indicate that all seven forms of cooperation
contribute positively to Thailand’s national economic interests in both logistics and tourism. Accordingly,
the Thai government should further enhance transportation and logistics infrastructure, strengthen
collaboration among public agencies, private-sector actors, and local entrepreneurs, and promote
sustainable development in border areas. Such efforts would help maximize the benefits of cross-border

cooperation and reinforce Thailand’s long-term competitiveness within the regional economy.

Keywords: Cooperation framework, Thailand-China Cooperation, Border Special Economic Zone, The

Mengla Border Special Economic Zone, Thailand’s national interests, Logistics, Tourism.
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