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Study the Situation of Deserted Buddhist Temples In the Northeastern Region of Thailand
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ABSTRACT

The objective of the research was to study the situation of deserted Buddhist temples in the
Northeastern region of Thailand, their potentials and the measures to renovate them. The purposive samplings
were nine deserted Buddhist temples in three provinces, namely, Roi Et, Yasothon and Nakhon Ratchasima, of
which three temples were selected from each province. The temples were the following: Wat Nong Yama, Wat
Buppharam (Kao Lon), Wat Pa Srimongkol, Wat Sra Wa, Wat Pa Nakaman, Wat Ban Phon Ngam, Wat Pratuphee,
Wat Ban Nongno and Wat Ban Tabong. Samples, both monks and laymen, were 120 in number. The tools used

to collect the information consisted of survey, interview, observation and group discussion, the reliability of
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which was endorsed by the research specialists, and, reporting the research results was presented in the
descriptive analysis.

The research results were as follows: 1) The deserted temples were constructed together with the
villages or communities where they were situated, and still remained existing ever since. 2) The findings featured
the following main causes of the deserted temples: (1) the migration or relocation of community population
to new fertile land; (2) the conflicts or disputes of community residents; (3) the conflicts caused by the
different schools of monks who resided in the different two temples in the same village or community; (4) the
people’s need to maintain only a single temple in their villages; (5) the people’s beliefs that the temple gate
that exposed westwards and that the temple location which was lower than that of the village would cause
disasters and bad luck to the village residents; (6) the land where the temples were situated was not big enough
to construct some other infrastructures necessary to cover the community that expanded continuously; and
(7) lacking the modern knowledge to be applied to the development of the temples. 3) The measures to
rehabilitate the deserted temples comprised the following: setting up the offices of Buddhism and
administrative committees in both province, district and sub-district levels; re-convention of the temple roles
as the centers for mind development, recreation and training of local wisdom; and the application of
modern-style management to the administration of the temples in line with the six fields of monastic

administration, namely, administration, education, propagation, welfare, educational service, and public service.
Key words : 1) Deserted temples 2) Measures to renovate 3) Northeastern region
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